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The FUND has constantly 


increased its service to Ministers, their Wives 


and Theological Students. The Fund is now 


offering complete life insurance protection 


“Charles Beatty Preaching 
. to the Indians’’ The “Fund 
under all policy forms. for Pious Uses” guaranteed the 
payment of annuities to the 

‘ wives and children of clergymen 

Serving Ministers, Their Wives who so willingly gave their lives 
and Theological Students of All in evangelizing the Indians of 


* ‘ America and pushing the fron- 
Protestant Denominations tier farther West. Last year the 


Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund 
paid more than two and one-half 
million dollars to beneficiaries 


The First Life Insurance Company 
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World E 


Founded 1717 Chartered 1759 


For any information about life insurance write... 
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Alexander Mackie, D.D., President 
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Me Pocket Book 
of Faith 


Compiled by 
BISHOP RALPH S. CUSHMAN 


A companion volume of 
the Pocket Prayer Book 


Who has not felt the need of strengthenin> 
his faith’? 


This new book (ready November 15) by 
Bishop Cushman is designed for meeting 
just set deh Vest-pocket size, it can be 
easily carried as an ever-present source of , 
strength and inspiration. Its 144 pages con- tu Tdeal Gee! 
tain two hundred selections, including Scrip- ; 
ture readings, prayers, quotations on Faith, 25 cents a copy, postpaid. 


and poems by the author. Bound in imita- 12 copies to one address, $2.50. 
tion leather. Order from 
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will help Your 


" oh 


an 


members aati zeal. For both 
purposes The Service Hymnal’ 


has proved its power.” Send for 
a Free Sample 


copy today. 


For Worship Services «The Service Hymnal” contains all the standard 
hymns included in “Hymns from Home”—song 
folder issued to the armed forces. Furthermore 
this book contains the 7 most popular hymns 
of a leading denomination ... one of these is 
not found in that denomination’s hymnal. 
“The Service Hymnal” is the preference of 
churches representing 27 denominations. 

480 pages. Price $75.00 a hundred. 
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@ 


8 Gentlemen: As our 0 Church, OC S.S., needs new va 
& hymnbooks please send me FREE sample of ‘‘The Service® 
g§ Hymnal” and free folder of ‘Finance Plans.”’ 


a Name 
| 


g Address 


a I am DC Pastor; 0 Supt.; or. 


We will be in the market for 
. new hymnals (approx. date) 


: Pastor Address 


HOPE Publishing Company 


Sm oe oe ee 


For Conferences, 
Schools and Rallys 5701-TS West Lake Street Chicago 44, Mlinois 
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THANKSGIVING 


LOOKING BACK OVER THE YEAR I Al 
THANKFUL— 


That I live in the United States of America, 
That America 2775 founded by God-feari 
nen. 
That I live in this wonderful day. 
For new friends that I have made. 
For old friends, true and tried. 
That I have a chance to do good if I will 
For some failures that keep me humble. — 
For some struggles that keep me working. 
For all forward steps in science and religio 
That God still lives and rules. 


VERNE P. MITCHELL, Minister, 
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THE MINISTER’S ANNUAL— 
for Text and Reference 


“I have bought a book recently which is calle 
The Minister’s Annual, 1930,” writes the pastor o 
a Russian Orthodox Church, “and I wish to bu 
more volumes, and also subscribe for The Exposito: 
I am writing to get your correct address.” 

The value of both The Expositor and Th 
Minister's Annual as source material is constan 
and repeatedly demonstrated in letters from me 
who come upon earlier copies. 


The Cover Picture 


As centuries-old Buddhist idols look on impas- 
sively, Chaplain R. W. Blanchard, Macon, Ga., 
conducts a service of Thanksgiving for U. S. 
soldiers, somewhere in China. Though far from 
their native land and in strange surroundings, 
regular weekly services, even in remote outpost 
areas, have served as a link with home for the 
men who went into the field with select Chinese 
troops to give them advice and assistance in the 
prosecution of aggressive ground war-fare against 
the common enemy, Japan. 


An international magazine of parish administration, methods of church 
work, practical theology, applied religion and all phases of minister’s work, 


Published each month by the F. M. Barton Co., Pub., Inc., Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Subscription Rate: Domestic, $3.00 a year. Foreign, $3.50 a year. Single copies, 85¢e. Back copies, 45¢c. Boun 
volumes, $3.50. Subscriptions are understood as continuing from year to year, unless orders are given to th 
contrary. This is in accordance with the general wish of the subscribers. Manuscripts must be typed. No mam 
script returned unless accompanied by full return postage and addressed to The Expositor, East Aurora, N. Y. 


Copyright, 1945, Entered as second-class matter at the Post Office at Cleveland, Ohio. 
Additional entry at East Aurora, N. Y. 


THE F, M. BARTON COMPANY, PUBLISHERS, INC. 


Joseph M. Kainsoy 
Editorial Office 
East Aurora, N. Y. 


W.S. Ramsey 
Caxton Bldg. 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Duncan MacPherson 
700 So. Washington Sq. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


John D. Emrich 
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Now Ready! THE COMPLETE 


“LIFE OF CHRIST” EDITION 


OF PICTURE STORIES FROM THE BIBLE! yum 
... THE STORY OF CHRIST 
Told chronologically for the first 


PAGES IN 
FULL 
COLORS! 


Included are maps 
showing Palestine \ 
during the time of 

Jesus, and ‘chron- ew 

ological indexes 

of the principal \ 

events as well AY 
as Scripture = 
references to \ 

the episodes ip. 
illustrated. y a 
Bound with . nee 
heavy board. >. oN ; 
covers. Long 

lasting linen 
back 


SPECIAL 
OFFER! 


A special price of 


$2.40 per dozen in 
quantities of 2 dozen 
or more is offered to 
religious groups and 
leaders. Check or money 
order must accompany 
order blank. No C.O.D. 
or charge accounts and 
no order accepted for less 
than two dozen copies. 
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PICTURE STORIES FROM THE BIBLE 
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225 Lafayette Street, New York 12, N. Y. 
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Essential Items for a Memorable Christmas in Your Church § 


WORSHIP PROGRAM FOLDERS ‘ 
Lithographs of Artistic Beauty in Great Variety 


PASTOR’S LETTERS AND GREETINGS CARDS 
for Congregation and for General Use 


These are appropriate expressions of the minister's hearty goodwill 
and devotion at Christmas. Choice examples of Beauty in Design 


INSPIRING CANDLELIGHTING SERVICES 
AND CANDLE OUTFITS 
CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY CAROL FOLDER 
for Church, School, Societies, Clubs 


DOLLAR IN DIMES COLLECTORS 
‘“Star’’ and ‘“Tree and Candle” Designs 


35 Pages of Interesting detail about these and other helps found in our | 


Christmastide Catalogue — A Postcard to us will bring it to you 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


For Ninety-Six Years in the Confidence of America’s Churches and Sunday Schools 
NEW ADDRESS: 150 NASSAU STREET @ NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


&. 


Mie) CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES 
pac) of Sunday School Literature 


=i Strengthen Your Sunday School with 


Christ-centered Quarterlies for every Department. 
Also Lesson Leaflets and Sunday School Papers. 
Complete material for Teachers and Pupils that is 
Scriptural, Spiritual, Practical and Pre-Millennial. 


i * Write Today for Free Samples 
| UNION GOSPEL PRESS Cleveland, Ohio 


j 
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INCREASE YOUR TITHES and OFFERINGS 


with "B & M” Loose Leaf Records 


The plan combines all the business activities of 
the church office in one simplified system. 
“B & M” is America’s outstanding church ~ 
financial record. Write for free samples. 


W. E. MANSFIELD & CO. 


Box 573 St. Joseph, Missouri 
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4, Outstanding 
 Keligious Books 


The Two-Edged Sword 


By NORMAN F. LANGFORD. A volume 
of unique sermons, marked by keen 
understanding of human nature and of 
the tragedy of modern civilization. Based 


on Biblical sources, with illustrative ma- 
terial drawn from the Scriptures. 


A Pulpit Book Club Selection. $2.00 


The Divine-Human Encounter 


By EMIL BRUNNER. A brilliant inquiry into 
the Christian understanding of truth, 
following the Biblical conception of it as 


the meeting of God and man. A truly 
distinguished book by one of the leading 
Christian thinkers of our time. $2.50 


This Year of Our Lord 


SERMONS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS 


By ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD. A book 
of 25 sermons for the important days 
that receive attention in the pulpit—in- 
cluding religious and national holidays. 
“The sermons are Biblical in approach, 


simple in style, evangelical in content, 
bringing the truth of the Gospel to bear 
upon everyday life.’’—Religious Book 
Club Bulletin. 


A Pulpit Book Club Selection. $2.00 


The Significance of the (ross 


By F. W. DILLISTONE. A unique restudy 
of the New Testament'’s interpretation of 
the Atonement, presenting it in its Bibli- 
cal context and in terms of our daily 


lives. ‘‘A fresh and stimulating book... 
compellingly presented.’’—Edwin Lewis. 


A Religious Book Club Selection. $2.50 


The Manner of Prayer 


By WILLIAM D. CHAMBERLAIN. “Rich 
in suggestions for sermons . . . both 
ministers and laymen will find it help- 


By JAMES D. SMART. A clear, compre- 
hensive exposition of Christian doctrine 
for the layman. ‘Parishioners will be 


ful in their personal devotional life.” 
—Christian Observer. $1.50 


edified by its reading, and grateful for 
the simplicity and straightforwardness 
of its message.””—Frank H. Caldwell. $2. 


At all bookstores or THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Box 506, Phila. 5, Penna. 
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ROOTED deep in the heart of some member 
of your congregation is the memory of one who 
has meant much to him in life. 


It is a vivid memory, a precious memory, a 
memory that cries out for expression. And 
though he search the world, he will find no 
medium of expression quite so beautiful or 
appropriate as the music of a Harmonically 
Tuned Deagan Carillon. 


May we send you details of a plan that helps to 
assure the installation of a Memorial Carillon 
in your church at the earliest possible moment 
following victory? J. C. Deagan, Inc., 141 
Deagan Bldg., Chicago 13, III. 


DEAGAN 


Ce a 
HARMONICALLY TUNED 
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Special 
CANDLELIG 
SERVICES. 


Candlelight services have proved pop 
in churches throughout the nation for ela! 
ate pageants or simple symbolic services. 
permitting the entire congregation to p’ 
cipate, these services maintain complete ‘ 
ily and group interest in the church activi 


Interesting and colorful candlelight serv 
appeal to young and old alike. They can 
planned by various church groups and sc 
ties to celebrate festivals and other spe 
occasions. Emkay Candlelight Service 
simplify the conduct of these services. TI 
sizes meet the needs of all churches. 


Write for complete information 
and prices. Address Dept. E. 


EMKAY CANDLES 
Syracuse 1, N.Y. 


A Division of Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., Inc. 
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VHEN GOD'S BEST MEETS 


AAN'S WORST 


HEN God’s best meets man’s worst, 

what shall Christians do? The intelli- 

gent, realistic Christian first of all ad- 
ts that God at His best is no match for 
n at their worst. The supreme illustration 
this fact is Christ on Calvary; ‘A cross- 
im, some nails, a hammer, a spear, a sponge 
ped in vinegar and lifted to lips in anguish, 
loud inarticulate cry as He gives up the 
ost,” is the brief, symbolic story of what 
n at their worst, temporarily do to God at 
s best. The realistic Christian faces the 
t that in any given day of twenty-four hours, 
e is no match for brute force, that God at 
s best is temporarily defeated by men at 
1x worst. 
Moreover, the realistic Christian admits that 
any clash between good and evil, God's best 
1 man’s worst, values are destroyed which 
yer can be recovered. For instance, in the 
ar no definite figures concerning the destruc- 
n of life and property are given. But when 
facts are all in, we will discover that the 
ses in the war will be astronomically greater 
n in the first World War. When God's 
t met man’s worst in the years between 1914 
1 1918, the number of soldier dead was so 
onceivably great that if they should rise from 
it graves and march down State Street, ten 
a row, ten seconds apart, you would have 
stand not just one day of twenty-four hours, 
ten days, or twenty days, or forty days, but 
forty-six days you would have to stand on 
-curb-stone before the soldiers dead in the 
t war could march by ten in a row, two 
onds apart. The wholesale destruction of 
man life and property is one of the inevi- 
le tragedies which happen when God's best 
ets man’s worst. 
But greater than the wholesale destruction 
life and property is what happens to the 
als, hopes, faiths and inner attitudes of men. 
ough we are three thousand miles removed 
m indescribable scenes of appalling disaster, 
rettheless we are not escaping the mood 
ich is casting its shadow over the entire 
rld—cynicism, disillusionment, hopelessness, 
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sadness, loss of faith, call it what you will; 
something is happening to the ideals, hopes, 
faiths and inner attitudes of mankind. Multi- 
tudes of people are disillusioned; they feel that 
God has let them down; they are asking, “If 
there is a God in heaven, why-is there so 
much hell on earth?” They ask, “If God is 
good and omnipotently sovereign, why is that 
righteousness habitually fails and evil succeeds ? 
If there is a God, why doesn’t He do some- 
thing? How can you reconcile a good God 
with this kind of a world?’ That is what 
happens to the ideals, hopes, faiths and inner 
attitudes of men when God’s best meets man’s 
worst. A mood of sadness, hopelessness, cyni- 
cism, disillusionment and loss of faith is a 
greater and more permanent tragedy than the 
devastating destruction of life and property. 
The intelligent, realistic Christian, as he ob- 
serves God’s best meeting man’s worst, instead 
of giving up his faith in God, insists that this 
present world disaster makes faith in God only 
the more reasonable. This hour, he insists, 
proves that there is a moral order in the world, 
laws which cannot be broken by man without 
disastrous consequences to himself. When men 
about him are saying “This is a crazy world,” 
the realistic Christian insists ‘“‘that it is not 
unruly, but law-abiding morally as well as 
physically. It is not the world that is crazy 
but some people in it.’ When God at His 
best meets men at their worst, the intelligent 
Christian does not give up his faith in God 
because he knows that evil men cannot break 
moral Jaws without breaking themselves. He 
knows that this present world disaster is the 
inevitable consequence which men bring down 
upon themselves in a world that is irrevocably 
moral. In the startling and disturbing words 
of Walter Horton, the real Christian knows 


‘that “against the stone-wall defensive structure 


of God's elemental justice, earth-conquerors 
and exploiters hurl themselves eventually to 
their own destruction. Could we believe this,” 
says Walter Horton, ‘we might hear God ‘say, 
‘If you would hear my words, you might yet 
make the great soulless machine of your indus- 
trial civilization and your national policy in- 
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struments for the common good and bonds of 
fellowship between you. If not, then I will 
smash your civilization and reduce you to a 
more primitive level of existence, where you 
will recover the art of fellowship which your 
pioneering forefathers knew, and which you 
have lost’.” 

The realistic Christian knows, as John Ben- 
nett has said, that “there are certain definite 
limits to human evil, and when it has gone so 
far, it comes up against obstacles which make 
it necessary for men to change their ways or 
perish.” In consequence, to the realistic Chris- 
tian this hour proves that our world is basical- 
ly and irrevocably moral. He is not impressed 
by people who try to tell him, as a certain 
woman in Pennsylvania recently informed me, 
that God has brought on this present world 
war to punish the wicked people of Europe. 
Our present world situation is man-made, not 
God-made. Men are being punished not for 
but by their own sins. If the church of 
Christ today is unable to produce true faith in 
its people, it pathetically fails indeed. 

In the second place, the faith of the real- 
istic Christian in Christ’s way of life grows 
not weaker but stronger as he sees God’s best 
meeting man’s worst in the modern world. To 
be sure, there are Christian people in all our 
churches who are disillusioned and who feel 


that Christ’s way of life has failed, that His. 


ideals are too beautiful and soft for this brutal 
world. The realistic Christian, however, looks 
at the situation through entirely different eyes. 
He is convinced that he is seeing in his gener- 
ation what no previous Christian saw in his. 
He is convinced that he is witnessing the actual 
proof that Christ’s way of life is the only way 
that will work. Twice, in his own generation 
he has seen every other way of life break itself 
upon the moral facts of the universe. To him, 
therefore, this present world disaster is the 
penalty which falls upon the world when it 
turns its back upon Christian principles. To 
him it is the judgment of a moral order upon 
a Christless, pagan civilization. In consequence, 
the intelligent Christian is not discouraged be- 
cause God's best in meeting man’s worst is ad- 
vertising the failure of every other way of life 
except that built upon and around the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. It may be that our chil- 
dren's children will look back and say that 
their fathers did not pay too great a price in 
' discovering for them the ways of life that will 
not work. We are told that Thomas A. Edi- 
son, in order to achieve a certain important 
result, tried repeated experiments by different 
methods, all of which failed. His assistant, 
believing that he ought to sympathize with him, 
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said, “It’s too bad to do all that work wit 
results.” 4 
“But,” said Edison, ‘we have a lot of n 
sults; we now know seven hundred things th: 
won't work.”” The disasters of the past — 
five years, tragic as they may be, are adverti 
the failure and unworkability of every oth 
way of life but that of Christ. Man has 
habit of learning the hard way, but bitter & 
perience yet will teach him to find and ace 
the one way of life that will work. Therefor 
the real Christian’s faith in Christ’s way of li 
grows not weaker but stronger in this pres 
world disaster. . 
In the third place, as the intelligent Christia 
observes God’s best meeting man’s worst toda 
he may lose his faith in men, but he does m 
lose his faith in Man. Our generation hi 
suffered such a continuous succession of colo 
sal disappointments that we dread to start b 
lieving and hoping again. We had so miuc 
faith in what man could do; now we behol 
what he has done, the depths to which he h: 
fallen. Nevertheless, the real Christian doe 
not lose his faith in Man because he know 
human life upon this planet has just really 
gun. If we should edabe the calendar of 
on the earth to a fifty-year span, then f 
nine years passed before the most primiti 
agriculture existence was begun. In such 
calendar of fifty years there was no writin 
until six months ago; no art and literature uf 
til three months ago; two months ago, Chti 
was born; printing began about two weeks 
electricity twenty-four hours ago and onal 
efforts for universal peace just two minutes i 


The intelligent, realistic Christian does not 
his faith in the possibilities of the human spit 
because he knows that human life on 
planet in the sky has just begun. 
Moreover, the intelligent Christian does n 
lose his faith in Man, because he looks bac 
across the years and sees how frequently th 
tragedies of one generation are turned into 1 
triumphs of the next. I believe that we shou 
stand in reverence even before this disastro 
hour, for who knows but that we may be 
ing through to a future world whose ideals an 
practices will be more in the likeness of th 
Kingdom of God than man has ever known. 
In the fourth place, as the intelligent | 
tian sees God's best meeting man’s worst, 
does not lose faith in the great ends of li! 
simply because he sees the methods used | 
achieve those ends tragically and miserably fai 
Our great goal for America is to preserve, pe 
petuate and increasingly make democracy wot! 
But we cannot get democracy by coercive met] 
ods. We cannot wage war to win peace. Ey 
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1ot destroy evil; Satan cannot cast out Satan. 
intelligent Christian in losing his faith in 
methods does not lose his faith in the 
it ends of life. 
inally, the intelligent, realistic Christian 
s world disaster with an attempt, at least, 
9¢ honest with himself. As an individual 
istian, he is faced with a great decision, a 
ice; either in his own life he must separate 
ist from war and admit that the whole 
iness is dastardly unChristian, or he must 
urate himself from Christ. I have said and 
continue to say, that if the time ever comes 
*n I have a personal, active part in a war 
ase I think it is the expedient thing to do, 
ant myself and other people to know that 
hat point and in that respect I cease to be a 
istian. If America must go to war again, 
God forbid, and I have any part in it, I 
| pray that I will be honest enough to admit 
- He has no part in something that is an 
t denial of everything He lived and died 
As another has said, “I believe that war 


is anti-Christian, and there are no but’s.’”’ As 
Beverly Roberts has put it, “War settles 
nothing, it only proves who is most whole- 
heartedly on the side of the devil.” The in- 
telligent realistic Christian, knows that in order 
to be honest with himself, he is faced with a 
choice, either to separate Christ from war, or 
separate himself from Christ. That is a de- 
cision which every Christian must make for 
himself. 

Knowing how heavily the Church suffered 
in loss of prestige, influence and authority in 
the first World War, I am persuaded that it 
cannot go through many more (even one more) 
and survive. We know what happened to the 
Church in Russia because it identified itself 
with, sanctioned and blessed all the evils of 
the czaristic regime. In consequence, how can 
the Church of Christ sanction and bless as 
Christian the greatest evil in the modern world 
and still survive? How can it preach that war 
is evil in peacetime and bless it as Christian 
in time of war? 


bat the Word (ov Means 


ALVIN E. MAGARY, D.D. 


ORDS,”’ said Francis Bacon, ‘‘are but the 
current tokens or marks of the popular 
notions of things.’ What, then, is the 
ion, the idea, for which the word “God” 
ids in your mind? 
f I were to ask you what you meant by the 
rd ‘tree,’ or ‘table,’ or “steamship,” you 
uld instantly conjure up in your mind. the 
ize of a tree, or table, or steamship, and 
m that image you would try to define your 
rd. If I ask you what you mean by “love,” 
“goodness,” it becomes more difficult to 
wer. 
We may know what a thing is, without being 
e to describe or define it. Try this expert- 
nt. Ask any person this question: “What is 
piral staircase ?’’ I know just what he will 
He will make a spiral gesture with his fin- 
, and will say, “It is a staircase that goes up 
; way.” You see, he has a clear image of a 
ral staircase in his mind, but he has no words 
ckly at command with which to describe it. 
We hear a great deal about God. In Church 
n, preach sermons about God; in political 
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meetings they sing songs like “‘“God Bless Amer- 
ica’’; in the law-court they take an oath before 
God; and in a few days, no doubt, we shall read 
a proclamation from the President calling on us 
to give thanks to God. When we are suddenly 
faced with trouble, we may say, “God help 
me,” or when some calamity falls upon us, we 
cry out, “My God.”” What does it all mean? 

Words, of themselves, are nothing unless 
they stand for something real. I mean, real to 
us. To most of us a scientific discussion of the 
theory of Relativity is utterly meaningless. It 
occasions no images in our minds, and recalls 
no experience. The words are dead. If the 
scientist wants us to understand anything about 
it, he must illustrate it with references to things 
with which we are familiar, and so tie it up, 
somehow, with our experience. 

And that is what we must do with this word, 
God. Reciting the words of a creed will mean 
no more than reciting a definition of Relativity 
which we have learned by heart. Somewhere, 
this word must tie up with ourselves. 

When the Old Testament says, “Thou shalt 
not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in 
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vain,’ this is what it means. Even religious 
people may get into the habit of using the 
word, God, as a kind of mumby-jumbo, without 
any reference to reality. That's wrong. It is 
wrong because it cheapens one of the noblest 
motives of mankind, the motive of religious 
faith. You see, if the word, God, stands for 
anything, it stands for the most profound reality 
in life. If the religious faith of mankind is to 
be trusted, God is ultimate, final, absolute, real- 
ity. How shall we dare to use thoughtlessly, or 
hypocritcally, a word that stands for more than 
life or death? ae 

First, it ought to mean that the spirit is su- 
preme. By spirit we mean that which is not 
matter. ‘‘God,’ says the old catechism, “is a 
spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable . . .’ 
And the Catholic encyclopedia says, “By God 
we understand the one absolute and perfect 
spirit . . . ’’ In other words, it has been the 
belief of man that the essential reality in you 
and me, and in all the universe, is unseen. I 
said, a moment ago, that we might find it hard 
to tell what we mean by ‘‘love,” or “goodness.” 
That is because these are not things you can see, 
or weigh or measure. They reside in our feel- 
ings, or in our thoughts, or in our relations with 
others. So we speak of “will,” of “gratitude,” 
of “character.” These are things of the spirit. 
And when we say that a man is a ‘‘good man,” 
or a ‘bad man,” we do not speak of his house, 
or his clothes, or even of his body. We speak 
of the man himself, that is, of his spirit. The 
spirit of the man is supreme. It is from the 
man’s spirit that all else proceeds. 

So then, we look at nature. When, on a 
starlit night, we look up at the sky, we not only 
see something but we feel something. There is 
more there than galaxy of shining masses of 
matter, just as when we look at a person we 
love, we know there is more there than a few 
chemical ingredients such as we might buy in a 
drug-store, mixed together and made into a 
man, as a woman might take a few ingredients 
and mix them and make a loaf of bread. 

God, then, is the word we use to symbolize 
the supreme unseen spirit. 

Second, when we use the word God, we mean 
the intelligence that is expressed in what we call 
“nature,” 

A great scientist has said that it seems clear, 
in the light of modern science, that the universe 
is made of “mind-stuff.” All our experience 
points that way. What is an automobile made 
of? You say it is made of steel and leather 
and rubber and a few other material things. 
But what is it really made of? It is made of 
thought. It is “mind-stuff.” Have you ever 
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been struck with the thought of what a won 
ful thing an automobile is? Or the radic 
What made them? Of course you know. 
telligence made them. Intelligence dug 1 
out of the earth; intelligence made steel of the 
iron; and intelligence made the machine of ti 
steel; and now intelligence uses the machit 
when made. a 

In the opening of the Gospel of John, it says 
“In the beginning was the word, and the word 
was with God and the word was God . . .”” This 
word, it says, made all things and without it 
nothing was made. That “word” is the Greek 
term “logos,” which we have in such words as 
“logic” and the ending of such terms as “biol 
ogy” and other exercises of the mind. The 
logos, or word, is the mind-stuff about which 
Professor Jeans speaks. There is nothing, says 
Jeans, that was not made by it. 

Well, let us apply common sense to the pra 
lem of creation. Have you ever seen anything 
made, apart from a directing intelligence? Da 
not thought, and will, and purpose come first? 
And will you say that the thought inherent in 
the marvellous intelligibility of the universe 
could exist and operate without a thinker? 
Would common sense uphold you in such a be 
lief ? 

Moreover, thought is a reality. There is 
something real that we call intelligence. Whith 
is more likely—that the material universe made 


- thought, or that thought made the material uni- 


verse ? : 

When you see a picture, you know an artist 
has been at work: when you see a machine, you 
know there has been a mechanic; when oe 
a bridge across a river, you know there has 
an engineer. Behind all these things lies pur 
poseful intelligence. And when you use 
word, God, you express your common-sense be 
lief that behind the wondrous system we cal 
nature, purposeful intelligence has been a 
work. 

The third thing I suggest is this: There is 
moral reality in life. We may not always kno 
what is bad and what is good; but we know tha’ 
the good and the bad are real. Moreover, ther 
are these things we find so hard to define, s 
as love, charity, and justice. These are mo 
qualities and we know that we are moral bei 
with affections and desires and aspirations. 
when we use the word God, we mean the ulti 
mate source from which these qualities proc 
In the light of common sense, we cannot con 
ceive of moral qualities coming from dead 
ter. These qualities are of the spirit. And th 
source of all spirit we call God. 

Have I been talking of things too mysteriou 
to be understood by you and me? Yes, of cours 
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e. But we are dealing with such things 
e time. The person beside you is a mys- 
You have never seen that person. Yes, 
ave seen his face. You say his eyes are 
1 or blue. But you have never seen him- 
There is a hidden reality there, that thinks 
vills and loves, and that is, truly, the man. 
fo man,’”’ says the Bible, “‘hath ever seen 
' All we see is the evidences of His pres- 
as Jesus told Nicodemus when He said, 


“You see the wind blowing in the trees, but 
you cannot see it come or go. So is everyone 
that is born of the spirit.’” And when we speak 
the word, God, we mean the Supreme Unseen, 
the Eternal Thought, the Source of Life. 

Nothing can contribute to our peace, nothing 
satisfy our longing to find rest for the spirit, 
more than our meditation on these things and 
our quest for communion with the Eternal 
Spirit we call God. 


ee 


SSAGE OF THE 


RMAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH TO 


E GERMAN PEOPLE 


T the conference of the Evangelical 
Church of Germany held at Treysa from 
August 28 to 30 under the leadership of 
yp Wurm, President, and Martin Niemoel- 
rice-President, the following message to the 
jan people was adopted: 
the judgment of the wrath of God has de- 
led upon us. The Hand of God lies heav- 
pon us. It is only through the mercy of 
that we have not been destroyed alto- 
+t. Those who knew the word of God have 
d His wrath and saw it approach. They 
red in that knowledge. 
‘oday we confess that long before God 
e to us in His wrath He tried to reach us 
His word of love, but we did not listen. 
, before the Churches were buried in rub- 
pulpits had been desecrated and prayers 
m silent. Shepherds left their folds and 
1eir people die from thirst. Congregations 
ted their pastors. 
cong before the mock-order of the ‘Reich’ 
e down, justice had been perverted. Long 
re men were murdered people had become 
numbers and therefore nothing, and he 
se own life is nothing does not have much 
ulty in destroying life. He who despises 
will not fight for the rights of others, and 
oes not care about men being seduced, nor 
he hear the cries of their torture. He lives 
talks as if these things were not happening. 
shys away from his responsibility—as both 
stians and non-Christians did. He tries 
ide behind the commands of man in order 
scape the judgment of God. This lie has 
me our death. Fear of suffering has brought 
t our boundless suffering. 
3ut in the midst of the shortcomings of the 
rch and the nation, God gave to men and 
en from all confessions, classes, and parties 
strength to rise against injustice and 
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tyranny; the strength to suffer and to die. 
Wherever the Church took its responsibility 
seriously, it called attention to the command- 
ments of God, calling lawlessness and crime by 
their names. It spoke up against-the crime of 
the concentration camps; it spoke up against the 
mistreatment and murder of the Jews and of 
the sick; it tried to prevent the seduction of 
youth. But the Church was pushed back into 
the church auditoriums like into prison. Our 
people were separated from the Church. The 
public was not allowed to listen to its word. 
What the Church proclaimed, nobody was. al- 
lowed to know. And then came the wrath of 
God. He took from us what man tried to 
save. 

“Now the door has opened. What was 
prayed and planned for behind walls and in 
silence now reaches the light of day. Many be- 
lievers have contemplated the reorganization of 
the Church in the darkness and forced inact vity 
of their prisons. He who now takes public re- 
sponsibility as a Christian desires not power but 
an opportunity to serve. Great faith and self- 
renunciation are demanded in order to take an 
office in such a time of need. 

“The Church has also cast off oppressing fet- 
ters. The Church hopes for a new opportunity 
to proclaim the Gospel and to reorganize. The 
previous captivity has ended—in that fact we 
rejoice. We stand before Evangelical Christen- 
dom and call pastors and congregations to build 
anew the Church. We call to our nation, “Turn 
again to God.’ 

“In the eyes of God the innumerable men 
and women that suffered did not suffer in vain. 
We bless those who have suffered. We bless 
those who preferred to die rather than to live 
without honor and to destroy without sense. We 
bless all those who in truth desired the welfare 

(See page 542) 
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THANKSGIVING THOUGHTS 


THE HIGHEST EXPRESSION OF THANKFULNESS 


ROY C. HELFENSTEIN 


HE more developed the religious consci- 

ousness of an individual, the more nat- 

ural it becomes for him to interpret every 
wholesome privilege and every worthy benefit 
as an expression of God’s love and providence. 
The truly thoughtful person traces every bless- 
ing of life back to God. 

It is a mark of culture as well as a religious 
exercise to give God thanks in appreciation of 
His blessings. It is not enough for a person 
merely to enjoy the benefits of life. The ani- 
mals of the field and the birds of the air do 
that. The lambs gamboling in the meadow, 
the cattle grazing in the field, the birds bask- 
ing in the sunshine or warbling forth their 
songs from some leafy bower, all these give 
evidence of the enjoyment of life’s benefits. 
But only man has the capacity of appreciating 
life’s blessings as coming from God; and only 
man has a soul which is able to respond to 
God’s goodness in worshipful thanksgiving. 
This spiritual capacity in man is his distin- 
guishing characteristic. And yet, there are 


countless thousands of people throughout the 


world who daily appropriate the blessings of 
life as unregarding of their Author as are the 
beasts of the field or the birds of the air. 

Everyone of us has reason to be thankful. 
We should thank God for life itself, for our 
homes, our parents, our children, our friends. 
We should thank Him for the privilege of be- 
ing citizens of this great Republic, whether by 
right of birth or by adoption. If our homes 
have not been invaded by death, we should 
thank God. We should thank Him for the 
memory of loved ones, if any have passed into 
the great beyond. We should thank Him for 
the joys that cheer us on, and for the trials 
that teach us to put our trust in Him. We 
should thank God for faith in the ultimate 
victory of democracy over totalitarianism. We 
should thank God for every blessing that we 
enjoy. Some may have more reason to be 
thankful than others; but often those who have 
the most for which to be thankful absolutely 
ignore their obligation of thanksgiving. On 
the other hand, often those who apparently 
have little for which to be thankful, are con- 
tinuously giving thanks to God for what they 
have. 


Mason City, Iowa 
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: 
A few years ago, a little Russian-Jew, twely 
years of age, living in a tenement section ¢ 
New York City, was sent by his mother t 
the University Settlement House to ask for 
pair of shoes, as the only protection his 
had was some strips of an old rag carpet hi 
mother had tied around them. He started t 
the Settlement House, but on his way he m 
an Italian boy about his age, hobbling alon 
on a pair of poorly-made crutches. The Ru 
sian lad stopped, looked at the Italian be 
without any feet, then looking down at h 
own feet, turned around and went back hom 
His mother met him at the door just as one ¢ 
the Associated Charity workers had called t 
make a visit. He told her that on his Wa 
he had met “another kid that didn’t even hay 
any feet,’ and that as far as he was concerne 
he would go barefoot all winter before f 
would ever ask for any shoes. | 
Thus people whose hearts are not hardene 
by ingratitude, may lament that they have s 
few of the world’s comforts, but when the 
look about and see so many who are in wor 
circumstances, they solemnly vow that they wi 
never again complain, and a prayer of thank 
giving springs from their hearts. Not tho: 
who have more than we, but those who hay 
less, prompt us to appreciate what we have. 
It is so easy for us all to forget the Si; 
nificance of the blessings we enjoy day aft 
day, simply because we have never been d 
prived of them. Many of us enjoy the blessin; 
of health, a blessing in the light of which a 
material blessings fade into insignificance. L 
a man be deprived of this blessing for even 
month or a week, and, if he is a thinking ma 
he will appreciate what a matchless blessir 
health is. A man may be poor, he may be ye 
poor in material possessions, but if he has oc 
health, he is rich. 
To be blessed with the normal use of tl 
different organs of sense puts a person und 
obligation to the God who eon the eye th 
we might see the beauties of the world 
which we live, and who formed the ear that ¥ 
might hear the inspiring melodies carried « 
the bosom of the air. To see a rose in its hal 
blown beauty; to see a landscape decked in tl 
gtandeur of springtime; the green meadows 
the valley, the tall, majestic trees on the h 
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, the sparkling waters of a mountain stream 
nding over the rocks in its eagnerness to 
st the heart of man and of beast, or‘to see 
landscapes in the autumn with their boun- 
| harvests,—to see such beauties of nature 
n all life seems in tune with the Infinite, 
ild cause a person to fall to his knees and 
efully thank God for the blessings of eye- 
t. Surely, a man’s soul must be dead who 
10t read the handwriting of God on “the 
Il of Nature.” 
he ability to reason and to think for one- 
is an appealing cause for being thankful. 
be deprived of this blessing would make 
void of meaning. Man’s mind is his great- 
personal asset, for to it belong the wealth 
Jeaven and of earth. To fail to thank God 
the capacity of one’s mind to ascertain 
h, and to derive knowledge is an expression 
he basest ingratitude. 
he person who fails to thank God for these 
Ous personal blessings mentioned, — of 
th, the organs of sense and the mind, there- 
gives silent but convincing testimony of his 
of belief in a personal God. And to such 
individual, the blessings of physical com- 
s,—provisions of food, clothing, home, 
>, children, friends, and the benefits of so- 
y and government are but the natural course 
vents, or else but the caprice results in an 
st of chance. To such a person, the spiritual 
Sings, embodied in the opportunity of 
wing God and of developing a personality 
r His plan for each individual life, means 
lutely nothing. 
Ye rob ourselves and our Joved ones of 
h joy by failing to express our appreciation 
thanks when such are due. Likewise, we 
ourselves and our God of a divine joy by 
ng to express our appreciation and thanks 
His goodness to us. Think of the sacrific- 
mothers and fathers today who are hungry 
some word of appreciation and thanks from 
lips of their children for whom they have 
1 living, yes, and in some cases for whom 
‘have been dying! Think of the wives 
. are longing for a word of praise from an 
fferent, unappreciative husband! Think of 
teachers, the pastors, the city officials, the 
<s, the laboring men and women, and 
sle in every walk of life whose spirits are 
‘down, and for’whom the world is decked 
mournful grey, simply because no one ever 
esses any appreciation of them or of what 
~do! Ingratitude is the cause of much of 
world’s sorrow. It is the secret of the 
ld’s aching heart. 
Gratitude is the fairest blossom that springs 
n the human soul.’’ It is the self-expression 
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of a noble character. It is the balm of Gilead 
to a tired and feverish world. Gratitude to 
God: characterized the lives of: many whose 
names are found on the ‘““World’s Honor Roll 
of Fame.” It characterized the life of Jesus of 
Nazareth who said, “I do nothing of myself 
but He that sent me is with me; He hath left 
me alone.”” This God-consciousness was the 
inspiration of our Master’s faith and hope. His 
entire life and ministry was a ‘Thanksgiving’ 
unto God, His Father and our Father. Big 
minds and big hearts feel the need of thanking 
God for His unfailing goodness. Goethe al- 
ways bore a happy countenance we are told, but 
in his diary he states that he never knew 
twenty well days in his life. But he said that 
he “thanked God every time he took a walk for 
the strength of body to move in God's beauti- 
ful out-of-doors.”” Gladstone in making one of 
his famous speeches before the British Parlia- 
ment declared,"I thank God every day of my 
life for the light of day, for air to breathe, and 
for pure, cool water to drink.” 

Though we may not be able to agree with 
Bernard Shaw in all his conclusions in Moral 
Philosophy, we ate compelled to accept many 
of his masterful pronouncements on the con- 
duct of life. Most forcefully does he lay bare 
the sin of indifference and ingratitude in his 
unique play, ‘“The Devil’s Disciple.” “The 
worst sin,” says he, ‘towards our fellow crea- 
tures, is not to hate them, but to be indifferent 
to them; that’s the essence of inhumanity.”” You 
and I would go a step farther, and declare that 
it is the essence of infidelity. Indifference and 
ingratitude to God constitute the most convinc- 
ing expression of infidelity. 

Our thankfulness may be expressed by word 
of mouth—"'Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh.” The Apostle Paul ad- 
monishes us—'In everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your re- 
quests be made known unto God.” Many, even 
among Christians, fail to follow Paul’s prayer 
formula, and are free to ask God for what they 
would like to have, but fail to thank Him for 
what they have already received. Our thankful- 
ness can be best expressed by living “as unto 
the Lord,” counting our lives not as our own, 
but as His. We can express our thankfulness 
by following the Psalmist’s example presented 
in his soliloquy—What shall I render unto 
the Lord for all His benefits toward me? I will 
take up the cup of salvation and call upon the 
name of the Lord.” We can even do more 
than the Psalmist here suggests, we can take up 
the cup of salvation for ourselves and then pass 
it on to others. 

The depth of our religious appreciation and 
gratitude to God is measured by the radius of 
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the circle which inscribes our interest in other 
people. If God has blessed us, then let us bless 
our fellow men. We can express our thanks 
to God by helping someone over the rough 
places in life in the name of Christ, ‘He's true 
to God who’s true to man,” as James Russell 
Lowell put it. We can best thank God by serv- 
ing Him, and we can only serve Him by serv- 
ing our fellow men. We can best serve our 
fellow men, not by giving offerings of mercy, 
but by demanding justice for those to whom 
justice has been denied. 

Justice is a larger word than charity, and it 
means infinitely more to those who need our 
service most. It is a higher form of loving 
service to God and man to champion the cause 
of justice, than to champion the cause of char- 
ity. The underprivileged no not need charity 
so much as they need a chance. 

As Christian men and women, we thank God 
most of all, for the divine opportunity to fel- 
lowship with Jesus Christ. Ofttimes men and 
women are glad to accept the efficacy of Christ’s 
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atoning love, and they consider that their ¢ 
ligation of thanksgiving ends in their thanking 
God for salvation through the life and deatho 
Jesus Christ. But such is only the A B C of tk 
true meaning of Christian salvation. In th 
shadow of the Cross, the responsive Christia 
finds more than atoning Grace. He finds ther 
the redeeming fellowship of Christ in daily life 
In the shadow of the Cross, the Christian’ 
Thankfulness is translated into Thanksgiving 
To enter into fellowship with Christ in 
love, in His purity, in His opposition to sin,1 
His compassion for the needy, in His spirit 0 
good-will to all men, and in His desire to ser 
and to save—to enter into this manifold fellow 
ship with Christ, is the highest expression 
thankfulness known to man. It is the most. 
favor with God. A sincere Christian life is th 
highest expression of thankfulness. 

Our thankfulness, our gratitude to God, i 
measured by the part we are playing in 
great work of human redemption, and by ou 
loyalty to Jesus Christ, and to His Church. 


CHRISTMAS! - Pagan or Christian? - Which shall we make it? 
ELMER D. PALMER 


(ONSIDER what we have done to Christ- 
mas in the past. Many simply celebrate 
the day, and for them, Christmas is just 

a holiday, as other special days in the calendar 
of ‘the year, such as Thanksgiving, Fourth of 
July, Decoration Day or New Year's. Just a 
holiday to sit, eat, drink, and be merry. 

There are those who are doing something 
more to Christmas, they are commercializing 
the whole Christmas season, climaxed in fever- 
ish, last-minute buying on Christmas Eve. Stores 
are crowded for weeks and days, with shoppers 
who succumb to the appeal of commercial in- 
terests, in order to make purchases of gifts to 
present to loved ones and friends on Christmas 
Day. Under this sinister trend, Christmas has 
lost its real significance, the coming of the Son 
of God, Saviour of mankind. 

We can make a change in this pagan trend. 
We can mark this way ‘Road Closed,’ and de- 
tour to a new, Christian way, the way to the 
manget of the Christ Child, in worshipful, 
humble spirit. We can Christianize Christmas! 


First Methodist Church, 
Sheldon, Illinois. 
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Here are some road signs to observe alon, 
the way: 

I 

Let us put Jesus back in the center of th 
Christmas drama. The story of the birth o 
the Christ Child is a story that will ever intrigu 
us, young and old alike. It is a story of low 
the love of God as it concerns each one of u: 
personally. Apart from the spiritual meanin 
of the story, mankind would be immeasurabl 
poorer if deprived of the literary gem, recorde 
for us by the Evangelists, Matthew and Luk 
The human appeal warms the heart of ever 
reader. However, the purpose of the story : 
not that of literary merit, it is rather acutel 
spiritual, overshadowing every other story eve 
written, in that it makes forgiveness of sif 
regeneration of man, and everlasting life avai 
able to each of us. 

When Christmas comes, we are brought fat 
to face with the fact and person of Christ Hin 
self. His genuine humanity, His humble birt 
His diligent worshippers awaken within us th 
importance of His..being. The adoration an 

(See page 543) 2B 
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Catlanto we, and will a 


WORLD-WIDE BIBLE 


(es the challenging theme “Marching 
~ Orders for a New Day,” a Worldwide 
Bible Reading Campaign will be 
\ched during the weeks between Thanks- 
ng and Christmas by the American Bible 
ety. The purpose of the campaign is to 
st men and women the world over in daily 
le reading to forge a spiritual bond between 
ons in the rebuilding of a new and better 
ld community in which peace based on 
ual understanding can be made secure. 

he 34 passages for the 34 days between 
nksgiving and Christmas were chosen 
ugh a worldwide canvass of men and 
nen in the armed forces for whom the 
ptures have attained deep signficance. With 
ational Sponsoring Committee of Denomi- 
onal Presiding Officers and a Laymen’s 
ional Sponsoring Committee, the program 
widely pledged support from churches, 
ness and labor organizations, social groups 
state governments. Over 30. state gover- 
; have already expressed wholehearted ap- 
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proval of the endeavor and have promised to 
stress it in their Thanksgiving proclamations. 

Thousands who have never read the Bible 
regularly, and many thousands who are now 
learning to read for the first time will find 
new faith and hope through this Worldwide 
Bible Reading. Sunday, December 9th, has been 
designated ‘Universal Bible Sunday’ with fo- 
cus on the opportunity the Bible Reading pro- 
gram affords to undergird the peace spiritually. 
Special posters, Church calendars, forms and 
brochures are available through the American 
Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, New Norke22- 
N. Y., to churches everywhere. 

The special Bible Reading emphasis had its 
origin two years ago in a letter from a soldier 
to his mother asking that she read a chapter 
from the New Testament each day, he doing 
likewise, and that in this way he would feel 
that somehow they would be united. The in- 
finite possibilities in shared Bible reading by 
men and women in the armed forces and their 
loved ones at home is self evident. 
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The Editors Columns 


oe 


A Pastor’s Mail 


OME time ago a distraught pastor got up 
in meeting and pleaded for time in which 


to preach the Gospel. Every month we 
are supposed to set aside one Sunday on which 
we present a special appeal of our particular 
group. Then the mail brings other and varied 
requests. It often makes one wonder what 
some people think of pastors and the Church. 
Here is a request to preach a sermon on 
gardens and how to grow food, together with 
sermon outlines and other material. Next is an 
offer of $5 for each employee the pastor gets 
for a laundry. Won't you join this week and 
preach a sermon on “Eternal Certainties,’’ book- 
let enclosed. Came another week with a re- 
es for something each day, including Satur- 
ay, together with seven sermon topics. This 
one showed absolute contempt for pastors and 
their ability to plan anything because it came 
just two days before the Sunday on which the 
series was to begin. Several requests came for 
special money-raising sermons together with re- 
quests of from fifty cents to three dollars per 
member. The Army and Navy needs nurses, 
so, dear pastor, won’t you “preach a sermon and 
bring this plea to women?” We are sponsoring 
a new radio program which will solve many 
problems for you, so won’t you get your people 
to listen? It doesn’t matter how many stay away 
from the church services, the radio will take 
care of everything. Then came an appeal to 
set aside a Sunday for the Jews in their anguish. 
The lepers need your help and must have their 
day. “We need your help to sell life insurance, 
for among other things, life insurance helps 


needs your help. National Music Week and “‘a 


even though the children may be. You mus 
be interested: in the National Sharecropper 
Fund. Your Christmas Season should be dedi 
cated to Russian War Relief. Then will yo 
observe National Tract Week? Three sermot 
outlines on tracts come along. The Council o: 
Social Agencies wants to coordinate the youth 
program. “Save this date. We have a speake 
who is a combination of Will Rogers, Bilh 
Sunday and Nicholas Murray Butler?” Won’ 
you make some Salvation Army announcement: 
from the pulpit? And the blind—we need you: 
help—and a week for the blind with appropri 
ate services. 

This is but a partial list during the year; it i 
by no means complete. To add all the appeal: 
and all the requests for money would make ; 
formidable list. Each one has its own worthi 
ness. But as my Church Board said to me one 
day, ‘Pastor, please forget the Community 
Chest. We get it at work, we get it at the 


_ theatre, we get it everywhere we go. We woulc 


like to come to church on Sunday, worship God 
refresh our souls and fit ourselves to face th 
tasks of the coming week.”” And there is a lo 
in what these. men say. 

Is it any wonder so many pastors have devel 
oped a keen sense of humor? - If the pasto 
didn’t have a sense of humor and the savin; 
grace of God abiding in him he would becom 
like the taxi driver who didn’t know where h 
was going but, as he put it, “I’m driving a 
fast as I can.” —W. R. Siegart. 


What Does the Public Want 


Lutheran Church circles over a recent edi 


beat inflation.”’ The seminary has a deficit and ¢¢ MILD controversy has arisen in America 


sermon concerning the importance of music’’ is 
a yearly request. ‘We are having a very fine 
meeting at our church. Won't you close your 
church and bring your people over to ours 
where they will get something a lot better than 
you can give them. ‘You must announce the 
wat loan drives and urge your people to buy.” 
The Florists’ Telegraph Delivery Association 
comes in with an offer of free advertising, for 
themselves. You must use your church and 
Sunday School to tell about milkweed floss. 
Planned Parenthood is not among the missing, 
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torial in Lutheran Standard, on Gospe 
and Classical hymns, and has been fed by 
Time magazine church music story in which . 
congregation in Iowa, of that body, was fea 
tured. Summarizing the contentions, pro an 
con, the editor of the Standard concludes that 
if the Church is to be all things to all men, i 
must utilize whatever forms of music are ac 
ceptable to different types of people, regardles 
of individual preferences of hymn book com 
pilers. He declares: ‘The angels rejoice ove 
one sinner that repenteth—whether Palestrina’ 
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Rodeheaver’s music helped to bring him to 
pentance,’ and urges that, regardless of per- 
mal likes, one should judge the merits of 
rch music from the standpoint of the angels 
ther than from the standpoint of the music 
itics’ ’—Lutheran News Bureau. 

Probably oldest of Expositor traditions is the 
oidance of controversy, especially denomina- 
onal. It has a port to make and small time 
break out its oar and “dig crabs” in any al- 
ady over-roiled pool. However, in the above 
1ote something quite basic is touched upon, 
1 which The Expositor would have a word, 
t to settle any denominational difference, we 
e not that naive, but to point to peril in such 
position. 

We mortals neither see nor judge anything 

angels, for the obvious reason that we are 
ortals. For most of us there have come times 
hen The Old Rugged Cross has warmed to 
e depths of our souls while Rock of Ages has 
ar driven to distraction. One has drawn. The 
her repulsed. 

The name, “Buffalo's Largest Spiritual Work- 
op” used in radio publicity, chills many a 
tener to the bone. Sounds like some 20th 
sntury-Fox super-colossal! Yet the hymn sing- 
g of that boisterous temple congregation, full 
roated and hearty, probably draws more than 
; specially featured dramatic and evangelistic 
nfare ever can. 

It is not what is sung in the way of hymns 
» much as how they are sung, which gives 
em power and vitality, for after all, the heart 
any congregation announces its temperature 
id zeal by its hymn singing. You can safely 
dge the reality of any congregation’s depth of 
ith by its singing. Nothing so congeals the 
ul of one who would worship, as methodical, 
-rfunctory, congregational singing. 

Some might differ with the Standard Editor 
hen he suggests that “if the church is to be 
| things to all men, it must utilize whatever 
rms of music are acceptable to different types 
people.” Too long has the Church striven 
be “all things to all men,” up to and even 
cluding Bingo parties. Fortunately, pastors 
ffer in profession, in practice, in popularity, 
en in principle. But their obligation is iden- 
al. Making the Church all things to all men, 
etally has provided many an unfortunate 
att-break. In the long run it has turned more 
vay from the Church than to it. The obliga- 
yn assumed by every minister is to make the 
hurch one thing to all men, and where that 
ct is overlooked the Church suffers as well as 
t people, and has become not greatly more 
an the mid-day service club or the fraternal 
der, as a way of salvation. 
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If the Church becomes all things to all men, 
in that same dire moment it becomes nothing to 
anyone. “What does the public want?” may 
mean health for the motion picture industry. 
It means hell for the mortal soul. 


yt 


Our Tower of Babble 


ARE is the authoritative voice of staid wis- 
dom today, which will venture a final 
statement as to which way is up. While 

the millions moil and politicians _ palaver, 
knowing no want for words, round-table discus- 
sion groups travel the proscriptive circumfer- 
ence around which they sit and end up precisely 
where they started, with world problems no bit 
nearer solution, but rather the more con- 
founded. 

We talk of Peace when there is no Peace, as 
though Peace were merely the cessation of hos- 
tilities. We talk of a Peace to be maintained 
forcibly by international policing. We would 
renew hostilities to secure Peace, as though such 
were possible. We talk of a New World, a 
New Age, a New Order. The mails are flooded 
with countless tons of printed matter, under 
thousands of super-scriptions—all reminding us 
that that which they outline is the new life for 
which our servicemen fought and died, the new 
life for which a world, drunk on its own blood, 
sobs out in fevered anguish. 

Even in this dark hour of world dis-economy, 
we hear the weird idea dilated upon that the 
way to an international heaven may be bartered 
for, juggled with, nae into being. Schemes 
for the securing of lasting peace vary no wit 
less than the recently publicized views on the 
duration of our necessary occupancy of Japan. 
One A er on mouth says one year. Another 
says fifty. 

As a nation, as a world, we chase ourselves 
around the age-old citcle with high expedition, 
wholly inured to a dizziness of which we would 
be well aware, were we less used to our habitual 
circuitous route. We still strive to lift ourselves 
and the world by our own boot-straps, pre-war 
rubber boot-straps. Of babble we rear our tower 
of Babel, seeking escape from, among other, 
lesser matters, the confusion of our own 
tongues. 

“Fundamentally,” says an international fig- 
ure, ‘the world has no need of a new order but 
only the honest and courageous application of 
the historical, Christian idea. Our Christian 
civilization is based on eternal order, and end- 
less plan in the message of Christ. Let us fol- 
low that greatest light that has ever risen on the 

(See page 522) 
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THE CHURCH 


AT WORK 


Formally Discharged 


As a lesson in child-training, Mary S. Stover, 
kindergarten teacher, relates the following in- 
cident. Ruby’s long illness had been allowed 
to make her demanding and wilful. She flew 
into a passion when she heard Grandma tell 
someone over the telephone that they had 


discharged the doctor. “I never did!’ she 
screamed. ‘“‘He’s a good doctor! We won't 
be so mean to him!” 

“Of course, dear,’ soothed her mother. 


“This was just Grandma’s way of saying that 
- you are so well he doesn’t need to keep coming 
here every day or two now. It isn’t at all like 
the firm’s discharging Uncle Frank.” 
Grandma was sure that few children of 


Ruby’s age would have remembered the un-— 


familiar word and been able to apply it so 
promptly. The family smiled with fond pride 
when the small girl impressively informed a 
caller, “Yes, I’m ’most well now. We've dis- 
charged the doctor.” 

“Isn't it time to discharge your nurse, too?” 
asked Daddy when there came a querulous 
order for Mamma to fetch something for which 
the child could quite easily go herself. ‘‘Folks 
who can go riding as far as Uncle Dan’s ought 
not to need a nurse any more.” 

Ruby looked sober, sat very still for a 
moment, then raised a stern index finger, 
saying, “You're discharged. Only don’t go 
away, ‘Cause you're my own mother who lives 
right here!” 

“Of course,’ said her mother, “I'll stay 
right here, and we'll help each other, only Ruby 
doesn't need a nurse any more.” 

Getting well after a slow convalescence, 
growing older, mastering some new skill, may 
call for recognition by the use of a new phrase, 
—even a proud little graduation ceremony, 
recognized by all the family, even outside 
fellowships. Leaders of young people like to 
remind their pupils that each graduation is a 
step upward and onward, leaving some accus- 
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tomed ways behind, accepting new responsi 
bilities, —a definite growing up! 

As some children are quick to promot 
themselves in self-care and performance, s 
some people in all walks of life assume ney 
responsibilities, and drop off the old am 
no-longer-needed roles or customs,—they grov 
up through the natural experience of life, the 
promote themselves. However, this is not tru 
of all humans, not even a modest part of th 
normal group. The majority need a concret 
demonstration of the step forward, the promo 
tion, the graduation! thus being reminded tha 
it is time to leave childish things behind, am 
assume a new role. 

The procedure is a part of normal family life 
community life, school life, and spiritual life 
However, too few formal demonstrations ar 
planned to call attention to the step forward it 
community life and in religious life. It mai 
be necessary to examine the meaning of ol 
familiar terms and phrases, and apply som 
new meaning, and thus, like little Ruby, in 
stead of screaming our resentment over th 
use of a phrase or term, we may find it fittin, 
to an eventful occasion, a step forward, 
growing up! 

How refreshing it would be to hear th 
young G.I. announce, “I have discharged thi 
U.S. Army. We're nearly at peace now, so 
don’t need the army any longer!” The liquo 
addict, “I've discharged the liquor dealer. T'r 
growing up, and must act like a grownup, an 
carry the responsibility of a reliable and sobe 
citizen!” Average man or woman, “I’ve dis 
charged the trouble-maker, or propagandist. 
have no more need of him. I am learning the 
my neighbors, my fellow-citizens, are wel 
meaning people, that I can trust them.” T. 
laborer, “I’ve discharged my boss, because | 
have outgrown the job. I’ve outgrown th 
methods of my boss. I’m growing up, an 
will put some of my own ideas of right an! 
wrong into practice. I know when work ; 
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nest, done right, and I’ve outgrown the rules 
ered. I’m ready for new rules, right rules, 
d I want to work and live by them.” The 
fe or husband, “I’ve discharged my suspi- 
ms of my partner in this great venture. I’ve 
aduated! Today I am entering a new life, 
life of trust, cooperation, and love! I’m 
owing up!” 
As spiritual leaders, let us shift the empha- 
of familiar phrases; let us look at their 
rious meanings, and help those who look to 
for guidance and comfort and sources of 
ength, to. examine the routine of their 
emingly meaningless days. Let us help them 
focus attention on the meaningful aspect of 
utine; the progress step by step; the growing 
) process in a spiritual sense by leaving behind 
at which keeps us from living according to 
e lessons of Jesus, who came to teach a 
anner of life to all who desire salvation. Let 
DISCHARGE that which we have outgrown! 


he Sabbath Day 


Among the specific reasons given in the 
ypeal for a “BACK-TO-GOD Observance ot 
e Sabbath Day,” with secular labor and busi- 
sss excluded are the following, outlined by the 
ational Reform Association, 209 Ninth Street, 
ittsburgh, Pa— 

1. It would guarantee to everyone his God- 
ven right not only to rest, but also to spend 
ie Day in the worship and service of Almighty 
od. 

2. It would undergird the God-given liberty 
id freedom we Americans prize so highly, and 
1 defense of which we poured out billions of 
ollars and precious blood in the great war just 
aided. 

3. In the reconstruction period, closing down 
1 industry on the Sabbath, restricting its opera- 
on to the remaining days of the week would 
stead employment and thus help materially to 
sive the problem of unemployment. 
4. It would contribute greatly to the winning 
f the peace, the establishing of a New World 
\rder based upon justice, law and brotherhood. 
Ye shall succeed in this task only when it 1s 
uilt on a moral and spiritual foundation. The 
ligious observance of the Sabbath will con- 
ibute greatly to this end. ‘The Lord of the 
abbath” is “The Prince of Peace.” 

The Association reports that in response to 
s efforts, the Association Branch in Beaver 
ounty, Pa., announced that 107 sermons on 
abbath Observance were preached in Churches 
f the county on September 23rd. A full page 
dvertisement was carried in the county's two 
sading dalies; a half-page in two other dailies, 
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listing the churches and ministers participating 
in the plan. A 500-word message was directed 
to the people of Beaver County, appealing for 
united effort ‘‘to eliminate all unnecessary secu- 
lar labor and business on the Lord’s Day so 
that everyone can ‘Remember the Sabbath Day 
to keep it holy!’ ”’ 

It is estimated that 25,000 persons heard the 
sermons, and 33,000 of the 40,000 homes in 
the county were reached. The Association is 
planning to extend the movement throughout 
the’ country, and invites suggestions from com- 
munities, cities, counties throughout the coun- 
try, who desire to inaugurate branches of The 
National Reform Association. R. H. Martin, 
D.D., President, may be addressed at 209 Ninth 
St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Let’s Find a New Term 


Reading the continuous flow of news re- 
leases, newspaper reports, radio reports, and 
committee reports on ‘Juvenile Delinquency” 
leads one to feel that a new term for the 
existing and probably growing malady is 
needed, which will put the malady in proper 
relationship to the whole; that is, juvenile 
crime in proper relationship to juvenile educa- 
tion as a whole. Juvenile Delinquency? Of 
course, we have it! Yes, it is growing! and, 
we need to do something about it! So is 
cancer among adults growing, on the increase, 
and the medical profession is doing its best 
to achieve a cure. However, the medical pro- 
fession keeps its efforts to combat the malady 
in proper perspective to the aims of the pro- 
fession as a whole, which is health for the 
nation; citizens prepared to stand up against 
the needs of the day, from a physical and men- 
tal point of view. 

There are millions of brilliant, upstanding, 
spiritually minded, young people in this great 
land of ours, equipped with princely physique, 
alert minds capable of coordinating their reac- 
tions to unbelievably complicated situations 
instantaneously, and we need to take this group 
into account as the major group of YOUNG 
AMERICA, in all our meetings, trials, and 
labellings. YOUNG AMERICA is the hope 
of the world! 

There are some among the group who lose 
their way, and need to be shown the right 
way in realistic and literal manner, and given 
a chance to prove they can measure up in 
coming days, or accept the penalty for con- 
tinued wrong-doing,—-a portion only, or phase 
of the whole—all of which we need to keep 
in mind. 


Page 509 


The major plans and energies of all educa- 
tion for youth, secular and spiritual, must 
obviously be designed for the normal, right- 
thinking, healthy American child, upon whom 
the well-being of the world will depend. 
Would it not be well to enlist their help and 
support in curing the malady of delinquency 
over which we have become so concerned, and 
seemingly have made little progress. Many 
adults have witnessed the effective administra- 
tive methods of children’s and young people’s 
groups in dealing with offenders against normal 
rules, and we know how sparing they are of 
meaningless titles or terms in connection with 
disciplinary moves. Young minds recognize 
infractions of rules for what they are, without 
need for a label, and the method of discipline 
is swift, realistic, without benefit of silly emo- 
tionalism; those who offend recognize this 
equally well, and respect the decisions of the 
group. 

Why are we wasting this great and available 
means to curing a malady which has reform 
groups of oldsters baffled? 


Returning Service Men and Women 


Much is being published, radioed, and news- 
released regarding “‘the problem of the return- 
ing service personnel.” While some form of 
organization in the community is essential to 
handle questions regarding intricate matters 
‘attendant upon release from years of service 
and assuming normal civilian responsibility, all 
Churth leaders will do well to bear in mind 
that the young poe returning have been 
carrying considerable responsibility themselves; 
they have been highly trained; they are accus- 
tomed to making decisions. It seems reasonable 
that they do not wish to be coddled, they expect 
to continue taking responsibility in economic, 
home, and church life. In other words, let us 
not attempt to set up a program for them; 
let us welcome their help, experience, and train- 
ing, in making up the programs for bringing 
about the kind of churches, the kind of homes, 
the kind of schools, the kind of communities 
we want. Then, let us back them up in their 
plans; follow their leadership, if it points the 
way to a higher goal than we have been able 
to achieve. aS Sa 


Sunday Evening Services 


“A strong right arm for evangelistic emphasis 
was lost by Protestant Churches through the 
decline of Sunday evening services,” declares 
Harold H. McConnell of the Department of 
Evangelism staff, Federal Council of Churches. 
A first step in the campaign, to increase Sunday 
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s 
evening services in Protestant Churches, is th 
special appeal to pastors who do not hol 
Sunday evening services to organize and trai 
their laymen for a continuous Sunday evenin 
Visitation Evangelism. 

A questionnaire was recently sent to 10 
ministers, by the Department of Evangelism, i 
an effort to determine factors creating success 
ful Sunday evening services. The 100 minister 
were selected by local Church federations a 
conducting interesting services. According t 
the replies, the factors are: 

1. Services held ALL year round. 

2. Informal services with emphasis 1 

WORSHIP. 

3. Special appeal to YOUTH. 

4. GOSPEL preaching, related to today 
topics. 

5. Services limited to one HOUR. 

6. Making known the plans through Chure 
organizations, direct by mail announce 
ments, newspaper cooperation, and ust 
of radio. 

Mr. McConnel promises, “that the depart 
ment will follow up its appeal for Sunday 
evening visitation Evangelism with materials t 
Church federations and Ministerial associations 
containing suggestions for organization anc 
training of laymen.” 


- Youth Marches IN DETROIT! 


“Detroit's largest auditorium has been se 
cured for November mass meetings in the 
YOUTH Marches . . . . campaign, sponsorec 
throughout the nation by the Christian En 
deavor Society,” according to a report from the 
office of National headquarters in Boston, _ 

500,000 boys, girls, and young people are 
reported meeting every Saturday night i 
various meeting places, and a city-wide x 3 
paign, sponsored by a committee representing 
every religious, civic, social, and educational 
group, is committed to make every possibl 
effort to channel the interest, loyalty, and ener 
gies of these young people into the Churches 0! 
their choice. 

The scope of the sponsoring committee por 
tends hope of major accomplishments. Mem 
bers are: 

The Secretary of the Detroit Church Council 

Secretary of Council of Religious Education 

President of Federation of Women’s Clubs. 

Dean of Wayne University, and severa 


associates. 

Stand-ins for the President of the C.I.O. anc 
ASF IZ 

Stand-ins for General Motors and the For 
Company. 
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Chairmen of Governor's “Commission on 
Juvenile Delinquency. 
The Mayor's Committee on Inter-race Re- 
lations. 

The group not only endorsed the campaign 
' Detroit, according to the news release, but 
med a convening committee to select a 
eral chairman, other officers, named the 
lance committee, other committees, and other 
mplete organization launching plans. 

Tt will remain for the Churches of Detroit to 
annel this interest into and through the 
isting Church organizations, to give training 
id guidance to the young people who make 
he great confession,’ and to undergird with 
iritual meaning that which would otherwise 
Sappear as a wave of mere emotion. A real 
sk, for which the Churches will need the 
uidance and strong right arm of the Holy 
irit ! a 


he Organ Prelude 


The organ prelude is a veil dropped between 
e everyday life and the sanctuary; in crossing 
e threshold of the sanctuary, the music should 
parate the world without from the world 
ithin. —RHenry Ward Beecher. 


hanksgiving Service 
Organ Prelude: ‘Sunrise’’—Diggle. 
Call to Worship: “Whosoever shall confess 
at Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth in 
im, and he in God. My lips shall shout for 
y when I sing praises unto God.” 
Hymn: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come.” 
Pastor (or person assigned to read): We 
e gathered here with grateful hearts as be- 
vers in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and 
e hope of all mankind, and as citizens of 
is great nation, to give thanks to God 
mighty for the privileges bestowed upon 
In all humility we accept the deliverance 
om the devastations of war, from hunger and 
ant, sickness and loss of hope, with which 
great a part of humanity has been afflicted 
ese long years. (If possible, assign following 
SSages to young people, or representatives of 
burch groups.) 
We consecrate our hearts in thanksgiving for 
e privilege of retaining our freedom as Citi- 
ns of a free nation; for the return of the 
ousands of young men and women from 
litary service, strong in body, mind, and 
irit, willing to accept the stewardship of 
mmunity, national, and world leadership in 
rrying out Thy purposes. 
We consecrate our hearts in thanksgiving for 
e privilege of stewardship in sharing our 
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blessings of plentiful harvests of food; of fuel; 
of clothing; medicine, and scientific achieve- 
ments, with the stricken people of the world, 
whose sufferings and needs are beyond the com- 
prehension of many of us. 

We consecrate our hearts in thanksgiving for 
the unbounded idealism of our youth; for their 
willingness to face the facts of hated and cruel 
warfare, and still retain a sympathetic attitude 
toward the needs of conquered peoples; for the 
clean chivalry that prompts them to rescue, 
shield, and shelter little children of all races; 
for their homesickness when away from their 
local communities. 

We consecrate our hearts in thanksgiving for 
the unprecedented industrial achievements, 
made possible through pooling our energies, 
leadership, and genius of every class and color; 
for the prospect of channeling this source of 
well-being to the help of all mankind, accord- 
ing to Thy will. 

Hymn. “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind.” 

Psalms: 94 and 106, respectively. 

Hymn: “Sometimes a Light Surprises.” 

Assigned: In Thy Holy Sanctuary, O Heav- 
enly Father, we dedicate ourselves to minds 
and hearts open to all truth, but loyal to great 
convictions rooted in knowledge of Thy will, 
through the help and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. 

. We dedicate ourselves to the need for good- 
will among all peoples of the earth, and zealous 
cooperation in all good causes, but without com- 
promise between right and wrong, or the 
oppression of the helpless. 

We dedicate ourselves without reservation to 
the great spiritual achievements Thou hast in 
store for those who seek to do Thy will among 
men; we dedicate ourselves to the service of 
this greatly blessed community, the homes, 
schools and churches; to the state and national 
achievements Thou has planned; we dedicate 
ourselves to the achievement of understanding 
and peace among the nations of Thy world, 
according to Thy will. 

Hymn: “O God, Beneath Thy Guiding 
Hand es 

Pastor: (Meditation, if desired, on I Thess. 
Lon) 

Hymn: ‘Faith of Our Fathers.” 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we pray 

For ourselves that we may have power 
over sin and temptation; that we may be 
filled with the Holy Spirit; that we may be 
living, faithful witnesses for Jesus Christ. 

For our Sunday School that every seeker 
after truth may be endowed with under- 
standing of Thy love, may become true Chris- 
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tians, zealous in the worship of God, the 
Father of mankind. 

For our Church that all our membership 
may receive the inspiration and blessings of 
faithful attendance upon Thy Word; that 
Thou mayest be present at every and all 
gatherings in the full glory of the spirit, 
and presented truthfully to all believers; that 
the comfort and blessings of Thy Holy 
Presence may be reflected in the home and 
community life. 

For Conversions of many men and women 
and children in this, Thy Temple, who 
through Thy love may learn of the cleansing 
power of the Saviour, Jesus Christ; the 
sustaining power of the Holy Spirit, and 
through Thy will be lead through new paths 
of comfort and achievement for Thee. 

For Reconsecration to Thy holy purposes. 
We resign our wills to Thee, and pray that 
our hearts may be filled by His Spirit, to the 
glory of God, Everlasting. Amen. 

Hymn: “God of Our Fathers, Whose .. . .” 
Benediction: “May the grace, mercy and 
peace from God our Father, and Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, be with you always and forevermore.” 
Organ: “Exultate Deo—Lacey. 


Insurance 


If you have not already secured adequate 


insurance for your own peace of mind, and the ~ 


needs of your family, in case of accident or 
death, do not put it off. Attend to your 
application today. 

Does your congregation carry adequate insur- 
ance on Church property, equipment, against 
loss by fire? Have you insisted on complete 
inspection of heating equipment? Wiring? 
If the answer is “not yet!”’, do not delay until 
it is too late. Loss of Church property and 
equipment by fire is overwhelming in every 
state in the union. Adequate insurance is a 
reasonable investment, it focuses attention on 
periodic inspections, and_ it brings peace of 
mind. Remember, much equipment cannot be 
replaced at present, and probably not for a long 
time to come. 


A-Visiting Go! 


Eva R. Baird discusses ‘Visitation Evangel- 
ism”’ in a recent issue of the Christian-Evangel- 
ist, characterizing it as a “Policy of Christian 
Good Neighborliness,” and suggests that visi- 


tation should be more than a campaign when © 


a few teams make hurried calls on a given 
number of families, but a permanent policy, 


with a year-round program. 
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The author cites an instance of one 
Church, choosing 40 visitors, each to mak 
specific calls over a period of 10 days, 
asks what the other members are doing the 
365 days of the year? and WHY they do * 
accept responsibility of making neighborly calls 
on people in the community. 7 

A parish visiting plan should be guided by 
the pastor of the Church, who should provide 
the names and addresses of people to be ik 
on, and regular reports should be given, eithe 
in group meetings, or by telephone. | 

The article is well worth study, not only from 
a practical point of view, but from a psycho. 
logical point of view. 


q 
A Book of Comfort 


A pocket-size book of 318 pages, compilec 
and edited by Eric Parker, is of especial inter: 
est at this time, though it has no time value 
Sections of the book are Sudden Death, Chil: 
dren, Husband and Wife, Near and Dear 
Friends. A number of general headings ate 
Doubt, Prayer, Rain and Sun, Two Worlds 
It has many poems, and inspirational gemis 
quoted from many sources. It is a very recemi 
‘publication of Harper Bros., and the price i 
not given. You can secure through your book 
dealer, and you will find much use for it. 7 
Watch Your Smoke t 

Once upon a time (this is not a fairy tale) 
a certain man who was also a preacher, dis 
coursed on “loving our neighbors!’ That i: 
always a good subject, but it calls for more thar 
rhetoric. The Monday following the delivery 
of the sermon, the preacher decided to relax. 

So—he puttered about in his garden. Hi 
pruned vines, raked leaves, pulled weeds 
These were all put in a nice heap on the edge 
of the plot. There it lay for several days. — 

Each evening this preacher came out afte: 
supper and consulted the weather-vane. W 
wondered what he was doing. One evenin; 
we learned what it was all about. He wa 
determining the direction of the wind. Havin, 
satisfied himself that the wind was away fron 
his own house, the rubbish pile was ignited 
The smoke went into his neighbor's windows 

He loved his neighbor! but not enough t 
take his own smoke! 

The moral of this tale is obvious. We cat 
always be good citizens when it does not inter 
fere with our personal comfort or individua 
convenience.—Major Richard Braunstein, Chap 
ge Glennan General Hospital, Okmulgee 
Okla. 
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f Christians Pray 


The Wichita Magazine (Kansas), organ of 
he Wichita Chamber of Commerce, published 
n article by Lloyd Wilson, a Christian busi- 
ess man and deacon at First Baptist Church, 
alling on fellow business men to pray that the 
acrifices of this war may never be necessary 
gain. His article leads off with an earnest 
rayer. According to The Watchman-Exam- 
ner, Mr. Wilson says, ‘The thrill of victory is 
empered by the knowledge that big military 
ictory is not the end of the struggle; we 
emember the hundreds of thousands who 
ave given their lives and countless others who 
vill bear the marks of battle in body and 
oul as long as they live.” 

What a change it would make in our 
ational policy if business men throughout 
America would follow Mr. Wilson's exhorta- 
ion when he says: 

“Do you wonder, then, when you think of 
hese tragic losses of human life and material 
ubstance, as well as unspeakable human misery, 
rief, and suffering—do you wonder why a 
usiness organization, such as the Wichita 
shamber of Commerce, would emphasize the 
mportance of prayer and devotion to God, as 
ve face the tremendous tasks ahead through 
Il the years to come? In the name of all 
hat is good and worth while, is it not time 
hat we, as business men and industrial leaders, 
ogether with every other American citizen, 
ealized that we, as a whole nation, must love 
sod sincerely and serve him faithfully, if we 
re to avoid a Third World War?” 


fen and Missions 


Suggestions for enlisting men of any local 
hurch in the Missions program may be secured 
rom the Laymen’s Missionary Movement, 19 
outh LaSalle Street, Chicago. 


‘hristmas Is For Everyone 


A Christmas Pageant using only children, 
rritten by Elizabeth Ferry, Metropolitan Pres- 
yterian Church, Washington, D.C., may be 
ound on page 18 of the Oct., 1945, issue of 
‘he International Journal of Education, Chi- 
120. 


lewspaper Advertising 


R. A. Seelig tells readers of The American 
uthéran, September, 1945, issue, the story of 
sccomplishment of eight small churches in the 
Vashington, D.C., area, and what can be 
one at small cost. It is the first of a series of 
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five articles on Newspaper Advertising by 
Churches. 

He tells the reader that “only three or four 
of the Churches listed the names and addresses 
of their churches, and the sermon topics, time 
of service, while others did not advertise at all. 
Now through capable leadership, they all join 
in, in preaching a short but powerful sermon, 
giving reasons why the readers of Washington 
area newspaper, “Washington Star,” (192,000) 
should turn to Christ.” 

The article discusses such topics as: 

Use of Combined Advertising Power. 
Method Recommended. 
Fundamentals of Advertising. 
Interest Stimulation. 

_The Old and the New. 

Advertising Authority Comments. 
Experienced Person to Guide Plan. 

These articles should be studied most care- 
fully for suggestions for use in any community 
project concerning pooled effort and finances 
for Church Announcements. 


Lost Vision 


One of the great dangers of the church is 
that it may assume that its ministry is for 
respectable people only. 

The gospel of Christ is for the outcast also, 
and when the church gets to the place where 
it ministers only to those who are socially 
acceptable, then the church has lost ‘its vision. 

—Clinton H. Churchill. 


What the Public May Expect 
From Agriculture, Industry, Labor 


H. C. Sanders, Layman, First Methodist 
Church, Baton Rouge, La., writes on the above 
subject in the September 27, 1945, issue of 
The Christian Advocate. In all probability 
the paper may be secured at your local library, 
or local pastor of the Methodist Church. 


Pills for Preachers 


Helpful service is possible only by knowing 
the needs of those to be served. 

Ministers are not called to pastorates to 
permit them an easy living. 

What is accomplished by announcing fe- 
peatedly from the chancel and pulpit that “we 
ate liberals!” Does the worshipper know 
what you mean? Does it help him or comfort 
him? Or does it just build up your personal 
ego? 

A minister who is habitually melancholy is 
an offense to God and man. 
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Do you tarry awhile, until you are endued 
with the Holy Spirit? 

Can you visualize the other fellow’s needs? 
Can you put yourself in his place? If you 
can’t, don’t give offense by offering counsel. 

Are you an advocate of individual regener- 
ation for others? 

Are you an advocate of regeneration by legis- 
lation ? 

Have you developed the art of listening? 
People in the parish may have troubles that 
can be healed by bringing them to the light 
of day. 

Writes a layman, “Our pastor begins every 
sentence with "You're wrong’.” 

Spiritual progress! A mid-western pastor 
who boasted a few years ago that he “never 
preached a sermon on a text’’ now preaches 
Expository sermons. 

Are you habitually rude and querulous in 
dealing with those who serve you? especially in 
letters, because you do not take the trouble 
to realize that you are dealing with people, 
who may judge the Church of Jesus Christ by 
your attitude? 

Do you pray, ‘Forgive us our debts’ and 
proceed to interpret the prayer as an accom- 
plished fact, in relation to your personal pur- 
chases? and challenge the integrity and honesty 
of those who may expect you to pay your 
debts ? 

These, and many more, make up the sum 
total of the community’s appraisal of “the man 
of God in the local pulpit’’ and are marks for 
or against the Church of Jesus Christ. Self- 
examination may effect a cure; explosion, and 
accusation only crystalizes the appraisal. 

—L. L. Cassaway. 


Know Your Bible Series 
By Roy L. Smirn, 
Editor The Christian Advocate. 


Study 9, Paul Writes Scripture in Prison. 

Study 10, Three Letters and five Tracts. 

Study 11, The John Books. 

Study 12, Three Gospels and a History. 

The last four studies in the series of 12 are 
now ready for distribution. Prices are 25c 
each; 6 for $1.40; 12 for $2.60. Charles 
Clayton Morrison says of this series, “If I were 
a pastor again, I would start now to organize 
conversational groups in my church for study of 
these books. Would they learn? Would they 
be fascinated? Would they!’ Secure the 
series at your religious book store, or direct 
from Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 810 Broad- 
way, Nashville 2, Tennessee. 
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397 Casualties Among Chaplains 


Casualties among chaplains of the U.S. 
Army in World War II totaled 397 as of 
August 31, Brig. Gen. Luther D. Miller, Army 
Chief of chaplains, reported, according to.a 
Washington dispatch by Religious News Serv- 
ice, and printed in The Buffalo Evening News 
of Sept. 20, 1945. The report continues: 

“The list of 138 deaths consists of 76 chap- 
lains killed in action, including 12 lost in the 
sinking of Jap prison ships, and one killed 
during bombing in Germany, and 62 nonbattle 
fatalities, including one who died of disease 
in a Jap prison camp. 

“In addition, 216 chaplains have been 
wounded in action, including those not hos 
pitalized; 28 have returned to military control 
from prison camps; 11 whose status is undeter- 
mined were detailed by the enemy and 4 are 
missing. 

“Chaplain Miller also reported that 1,326 
decorations had been awarded to 1,038 chap 
lains. These consisted of the following: 
Distinguished Service Cross, 16; Distinguished 
Service Medal, 1; Legion of Merit, 51; Silver 
Star, 126; Oak Leaf Cluster to Silver Star, 7; 
Soldiers Medal, 18; Bronze Star, 719; Oak Leaf 
Cluster to Bronze Star I, 50; Oak Leaf Cluster 
to Bronze Star II, 1; Air Medal, 5; Purple 
Heart, 293; Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart, 


‘21; Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart II, 3; 


foreign decorations, 15. 


Premier of Japan Quoted 
As Inviting Missionaries 

The Tokyo newspaper, Asahi, was quoted in 
a Sept. 20, 1945, A/P dispatch as saying that 
Premier Prince Higashi-Kuni in an interview 
invited foreign missionaries to remain in Japan 
and help construct a new nation “with high 
morals and culture.” 

“I will see to it that the Japanese people 
thoroughly understand the reality of defeat, 
and not repeat their mistake again,” the quo- 
tation continues. 

“I would like to have the Japanese make 
their first step toward constructing a new Japan 
with high morals and culture. It is necessary 
.... to heighten rotten morals and to eradicate 
hatred among the people. I would like those 
concerned with the work of Christianity to co- 
operate with us in this respect.” 

Premier Kigashi-Kuni has since resigned his 
post. However, it is reasonable to assume that 
the new premier will not bar the presence of 
Christian Missionaries. 


The Eapositor 


"ext: “And of His fulness have we all received 
Grace for Grace.’—John 1:16. 


HAT a remarkable claim this is that the 

3 Apostle makes for his Master! On the 

"one side he sets a solitary figure as the 

Jniversal Giver; on the other side are gathered 
he whole race of men, recipients of His gifts. 

In the days of our Lord’s flesh, men were 
gain and again filled with amazement at His 
yords and works. The fulness of His being 
verflowed to every variety of human need. 
Whatever problem was presented to Him of sin, 
orrow, suffering of mind, body or soul, even 
leath and the grave, He was never at a loss, 
ever without an answer to any question 
tought to Him. The demands made upon Him 
hysically were tremendous. Day by day human 
eed of every variety surged in upon Him. 
‘rom morning to evening He was teaching, 
ealing, dealing with all manner of problems 
nd taking them into His heart: “With large 
mbrace He took the universal sorrows and sins 
f mankind.” 

The greater part of His ministrty was car- 
ied on in the enervating atmosphere of Caper- 
aum, 600 feet below the level of the sea. And 
Je was never ill. Weary and worn He often 
yas; He healed with sympathetic word and 
ouch all manner of sickness and disease, but 
ye never read of any sickness overtaking Him, 
nd in the midst of His strenuous labors we 
ead, “Rising up a great while before it was 
lay He went up into the mountain to pray,” 
nd sometimes He continued all night in pray- 
rt; and when the day came He was back again 
ace to face with the world’s need, pouring 
Jimself out in saving and healing men. This 
vas His fulness physically. 

We do not often think of the intellectual 
itality of out Lord, but it was there. In vain 
fis critics set traps for Him seeking to en- 
angle Him in His talk; and again and again 
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THE SOURCE OF SUPPLY — 


EDWIN WYLE 


His answers put them to confusion until we 
read on one occasion, ‘“‘No one after that dare 
ask Him another question.” Of His spiritual 
fulness, the grace which flowed from Him to 
the souls of men literally created new people 
like Zaccheus and Mary Magdelene and the 
woman of Samaria, as seen in all His life. 

But we followers of the Master ofttimes for- 
get that this fulness exists today, free from the 
limitations of the days of His flesh. The Gos- 
pel is written in 50 years retrospect and experi- 
ence. It belongs to the old age of St. John. It 
was written to people most of whom had never 
seen Christ in the flesh. They were in the same 
position as we are. But they all had received 
of His fulness. They were in precisely the 
same position as the Christian people to whom 
Peter wrote, “Whom having not seen ye love; 
in whom, though now ye see Him not, ye re- 
joice.”” In their private and united worship, in 
the breaking of bread and prayers, He com- 
muned with them, and communicated His grace. 
With Him was the fountain of life, and it was 
ever full and ever flowing. 

How sorely we need it today—this fulness. 
We are living in a world that is alienated from 
God. Everywhere there is the decay of faith. 
Even Churches vie with each other rather than 
co-operate in establishing the Kingdom. On 
its mad course the world careens, the vast ma- 
jority of its people practically atheists with no 
vision beyond the present, no belief in spiritual 
realities, no prayer, no worship. Material gains 
and pleasures absorb their whole attention. 
Now, if ever, is the time for Christian people 
to get together, (whether they pronounce an ear 
of corn as sibboleth or shibboleth), now is the 
time for all our churches to guard against the 
spiritual malaise, to realize that they can only 
be free from infection as they live in commu- 
nion with the living Christ; to guard and nur- 
ture the receptive side of the Christian life. 
Save as we receive of His fulness we shall be 
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bankrupt in face of the world’s appalling 
spiritual need and indifference. , 

And the measure of our capacity is the meas- 
ure of His gift. The more we can hold, the 
more we shall get. The walls of our hearts are 
elastic, the vessel expands by being filled out; 
it throbs itself wider by desire and faith. Can 
you hold more of God than you could ten or 
twenty years ago? Is there any more capacity 
‘in your soul than there was a year ago? If there 
is you have more of Him, and if you have not 
it is because you have been so wretchedly un- 
faithful in the use of what you had. Faith is 
the measure and condition of receiving. 

Do not let your lives be like some dimly-lit 
street, with a lamp here, and a stretch of dark- 
ness there, and then another twinkling light; 
let the Light run all along your pathway, be- 
cause at every moment your heart 1s turning to 
Christ with trust. Make your faith continuous 


-a 
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and God will make His Grace incessant, and 
out of His fulness you will draw all needed 
strength. 

Let it be with us as with the blessed seasons 
of the natural year. First the snowdrops and 
crocuses, then the lilacs and hyacinths, and lo! 
the glories of the rose. Each lovely in its time 
and kind, and each lovelier than that which pre- 
ceded it. Grace upon grace, and each the step= 
ping stone to another and greater fulness. 


PRAYER 


O God, our loving Heavenly Father, draw us 
very close to Thee today with those ties that 
make us feel at home with Thee; bring us into 
such a filial relation that we may talk all our 
problems over under the assurance of Thy love 
and intimate concern; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


eS 


HE LIFTED ME 


A THANKSGIVING MESSAGE 
AARON N. MECKEL 


Text: Psa. 40:2. 


E brought me up also out of an horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay, and set my 


feet upon a rock,—He hath put a new 
song in my mouth, even praise unto our God. 
Many shall see it and fear, and trust in the 
Lord!” 

There is nothing trumped up or artificial 
about this man’s thanksgiving. Evidently 
something HAS happened to him, so much so, 
that all his life from now on is to be pitched 
to that lyric note of praise. The statement of 
a wart prisoner made interesting reading, re- 
cently. ‘‘Money,’”’ he wrote, “is utterly .worth- 
less here!” Think of it! The thing that so 
many wear themselves out to get, worthless 
and of no account. Well, then, let us ask, 
what was of worth to that war prisoner? What 
can a multitude of lonely and bereaved and 
troubled people find to be grateful for? The 
answer is, of course, for those mighty, eternal 
intangibles which are forever beyond the 
clutch of time and space and earthly fortune. 
The fontal and enduring blessings the Psalmist 
is celebrating, we can still give thanks for these. 
“He hath put a new song in my mouth, even 
praise unto our God!” he shouts, and for our- 
selves, as well as for him, that .song orients 
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itself about a number of primary blessings de 
serving of mention. 
I 

Let us give thanks that there is a Love and 
an Almightiness in God that can and does lift 
us out of the pit of sorrow and despair into’ 
the sustaining comfort and help of the Ever 
lasting Arms. To be lifted out of that pit is 
to have cause for joy! In these difficult days, 
when so many hearts are wrung with loss, 
anguish and anxiety, let these assuring words 
be often upon our lips, “I am poor and needy, 
yet the Lord thinketh upon me.” Those oft 
quoted but little understood words of Bishop 
Berkeley come often to mind: ‘Man’s ex 
tremity is God's opportunity.” Our very cares 
and anxieties and sorrows may be the means 
of bringing us closer to the healing and sus- 
taining heart of the Eternal. It is when life 
flings itself at us that we find that the ordi- 
nary securities are insufficient! “A great part 
of the suffering of our time is of the mind,” 
writes D. Elton Trueblood in his searching 
book, “The Predicament of Modern Man.” 
(page 12). We are finding that a fly-by- 
night, hand-to-mouth religion is not adequate 
to our needs. A lad who had been only nomi- 
nally religious while in high school wrote as 
follows to his pastor after being inducted into 
the Armed Forces: ‘'Somehow, God just nat- 
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ly comes into your life here.’ Still an- 
er said in the presence of his companions 
ile home on furlough: “I've become re- 
ious and I’m serious about it. It helps keep 
ut spirit high!’ When the ordinary props 
1 comforts of homelife were taken away, 
re was a reaching out for an objective and 
tnal reality to sustain one. When life’s 
ves and billows go roaring over our heads 
instinctively reach out for a Rock that is 
ther than we are. Let us be grateful that 
this hour of tension and need we can grip 
our hearts the mighty Hope of the Psalm- 
: ‘I am poor and needy, but the Lord 
nketh upon me!” 
II 

But our cause for thanksgiving, as well as 
> Psalmist’s goes even deeper! For the 
iristian finds in the living God a power that 
ts him out of the pit of a sinful and re- 
llious life, sets his feet upon the firm rock 
Jesus Christ, and floods his heart with a 
ng! To know that truth through first-hand 
perience is to know joy unspeakable! There 
n be no disappointment or grief like that 
the man who feels that he has squandered 
€ precious treasure of life God has entrusted 
him. To feel oneself a moral and spiritual 
ilure,—that is to know sorrow. Any minis- 
t knows that he addresses a deep present-day 
ed when he says that. Much of this genera- 
yn’s sorrow is of the heart rather than the 
ad. More than anything else in this gadget 
and aspirin age, we need a fresh experience 
the redeeming, cleansing grace of God in 
nrist! Our routine, cumbersome Christianity 
often more weight than wings!—needs the 
flow of Pentecostal, spiritual power! Speak- 
g in this vein, John Baillie says, ‘Christ did 
yt come to earth to tell us merely what we 
ight to do. He came to do something for us. 
e did not come to give us good advice. Ad- 
ce is cheap, but what Christ offered us was in- 
itely costly. It was the power of God unto 
lyation.”” (Invitation to Pilgrimage, page 51) 
es, we need a lifter, One who verily gets 
ywn underneath our burden of a selfish, de- 
atist, misspent life, and redeems it with a 
ywer not of ourselves. The beautiful little 
“mn of Charles Gabriel is a commentary on 
at need: 


‘In loving kindness Jesus came, 
My soul in mercy to reclaim.” 


And from the depths of sin and shame 
rough grace He lifted me!’ Shall we not as 
hristians thank the God and Father of our 
std Jesus Christ for repeatedly lifting us out 
‘some pit of apostacy and giving us another 
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chance? Shall we not praise Him that there 
is a place where the Highest, as it is given in 
Christ, meets and conquers the lowest as it is 
in man,—even the Cross?—a place and a mo- 
ment where the infinite and eternal Father 
flings His compassionate arms about His most 
discouraged and fallen child to say, “You were 
made for my praise! I will put a new song 
into your heart if you will let Me!’ Indeed, 
Charles Gabriel continues with words that 
might well be the biography of many a soul: 


“He sought me long before I heard, 
Before my sinful heart was stirred.” 
But when I took Him at His word 
Forgiven He lifted me!” 


A woman, who had newly experienced this 
lifting power of Jesus Christ as Saviour, wrote 
to E. Stanley Jones to say, “I feel all clean 
within. All the old hymns about cleansing 
which I had laid aside as outworn superstition 
have come back. I find myself singing them 
again.’ (Abundant Living, page 35). Thus, 
the Chinese word for Jesus means, “the One 
who saves again and again!” 

For a Faith and Gospel which enable us to 
triumph, not only over sorrow, but over sin, 
inner failure, inward disharmony, surely, we 
must praise the infinite Giver of life for that. 
We cannot but exclaim with Paul, ‘“Wherever 
I go, thank God He makes my life a constant 
pageant of triumph in Christ—!" (II Cor. 
Qe Ae Moffatt). 

Ill 

Nevertheless, having said al! of that, one 
yet surmises the depths of another pit which 
yawns for not a few souls in these times. We 
are thinking of the pit of disillusionment over 
a world which, humanly speaking, seems to 
have gone all to smash! The potential cynic 
in each of us refuses to down at this point. 
What of all this treasure of sacrifice on the 
part of youth and their elders, all this loneli- 
ness and loss and bereavement? Will any- 
thing worthwhile come out of it? 

Would it not be approaching the truth to 
say that there is an answer to that searching 
question, but that it is no merely human one. 
“We have explored all horizontal remedies,” 
says Hopper in his “The Crisis of Faith.” 
Granted. It is well that we admit that. But 
the vertical hope, the hope and help of Heaven 
for us, that, says Christian Faith, shines on as 
brightly as ever. Thus, Rev. Cecil Northcott, 
a Christian Jeader of the Churches of Britain, 
says in speaking of the dismal and SDS e 
petiod of 1928-38, both in Britain and in the 
international scene, “Secular statesmanship was 
bankrupt, but hope still shone in a reviving 
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Church newly aware of its Gospel. And again, 
“The inner core of the Church is aware of the 
greatness and the power of the redemptive 
‘Gospel. Its life has been scourged and disci- 
plined by war.” Celia Thaxter, who spent a 
large part of her youth in a New England 
Lighthouse, writes a poem describing the 
heaving billows which lashed the shore. Pres- 
ently that storm put out to sea again, leaving 
an unutterable calm behind. “But God,” she 
concludes, “But God will hold His world above 
despair !”’ 

The clue for hope is to be found in those 
words, “His World!” Looked at through 
mortal eyes this world resembles a lunatic 
asylum. But looked at through the eyes of 
Christian Faith—through the eyes of that God 
who is ever Lord of History—there is hope 
for humanity. Again, “Man’s extremity is 
God’s opportunity.” And so the hard-headed, 
realistic editor of The Christian Century te- 
minds us that the deep need of this era is for 
a profound courage, stemming from a profound 
repentance toward God for what we have made 
out of His otherwise beautiful world! And 
that Hope, God has entrusted to His Church. 

There is something prophetic in the testi- 
mony of a man like Barney Ross, former pro- 
fessional boxer, and soldier in the Second 
World War. He found himself one of a num- 


ber of wounded men, all of them praying,— - 


and to the same God. True, he, himself, was 
a Jew, another lad a Baptist, and still an- 
other a Roman Catholic. But in that dire 
moment of need all realized that they had a 
common Father. And Barney Ross is right in 
asking why men must come so close to death 
to become aware of their essential oneness in 
ultimate matters. The very exigencies of these 
days are shattering labels and bidding men ad- 
venture towards the great realities. Mean- 
while, we are not to ask like men born out. of 
time, Where is the promise of His coming? 
We are to stand faithfully at our various posts 
and stations of responsibility. The common 
soldier is not in possession of the full out- 
line and strategy of the battle, but performs 
his duty day by day, hour by hour, because 
he has complete confidence in his Commander. 

Even so for us, as followers and soldiers of 
Jesus Christ! We are to walk *by faith and 
not by sight. There is One, the God and 
Lord of time and eternity, Who sees the end 
from the beginning, and holds the full plan 
in His mighty hand. Enough for us that He 
knows. It is He who has promised that the 
earth shall yet be filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
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IT HAPPENED 


IN GADARA 


PAUL R. KIRTS 


Text: Luke 8235. ; 


NYONE who takes pains to think abou 
how various impressions have deter 
mined destiny will be willing to admit 

“I am part of all I have met.” Nature alone 
apart from persons, plays a big part in shapin; 
the character of a people. No better exam 

of how geography molds a nation can | 
found than the history of Norway. Th 
ruggedness of this northern country has im 
parted a peculiar trait. Its people possess ; 
sternness and moral vigor that has mad 
tyranny tremble. ' 

But the effects wrought by climate am 
geography are far less important than the im 
pressions which men have had upon othe 
men. Biting wind, driving rain, burning su 
help to shape the character of a people. Wi 
are children of nature. But we are more. Wi 
are more than that, despite what Walt Whit 
man said. Whitman envied the animals be 
cause they “do not lie awake and weep fo 
their sins, they do not make me sick discuss. 
ing their duty to God, they do not have ; 
mania for owning things; they are not dissatis 
fied.” 

We admit our kinship with all natural life 
to be sure, yet we know we are men; a CoV 
does not even know that she is a cow. A 
soon as we say “know” we bestray our su 
petiority over the rest of nature. We posses 
the distinguishing mark of self-consciousness 
As members of this high order of beings o1 
the earth we take stock of our world. W. 
study environment, weigh its components, con 
clude that contact with things produces an 
preciable result; that contact with persons Fi 
termines destiny. 

One Person, however, stands out above al 
others. He is incomparable in the sweepini 
effects that He has on human nature. Th 
overturnings that He makes are. unsurpassed 
His revealing talk to Nicodemus about th 
necessity of being ‘born from above” has givel 
us a new concept, that of rebirth. In this wor 
is crystallized the glorious meaning of contac 
with Christ. 

One day Jesus got out of a boat at th 
southern shore of the Sea of Galilee. H 
had not walked far until He met a man wh 
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The Exposito 


his name was Legion, for he felt as 
th he was impelled by six thousand evil 
s. He was tormented with a divided per- 
ity. Without benefit of hospitals, peni- 
aries, or asylums, he haunted the tombs 
hills untamed, shrieking and gashing him- 
with stones. It is not a pretty picture 
ought to disabuse our minds of any ideal- 
ym about the. boasted civilization of 
fuity. 

sus walked where this man wandered on 
aimless way. It was His habit to walk 
way of human dereliction. When He met 
intamed man He did something for him. 
changed condition of this man who had 
restless, naked, mad, is best described by 
words of the text: those who came to see 
- had happened “saw the lunatic sitting 
n, clothed and in his sober senses.” 
ffatt ) 

he man who had been possessed was sit- 
down. Christ had released him from the 
ination of a duality of consciousness and 
blessed him with tranquility. No matter 
t the cause of restlessness may be, Christ 
give “peace that passeth understanding.” 
oubt and uncertainty about the things that 
ef most unsettle a man, Christ can bring 
assurance that results in composure. Christ- 
theorizing about destiny banishes a man to 
graveyard of gloomy speculation, where he 
ders among dim shadows and wounds him- 
on the sharp edges of a merciless, adamant 
ld. Only faith in God through Christ can 
g contentment. 
low inadequate is the mere possession of 
gs in attaining peace of soul! For thirty 
s, it is said, a banker who had never owned 
ist as Saviour passed the offering plate in 
rch. A new pastor, urged to go and see 
called at his office to speak to him about 
ng his heart to Christ. The banker broke 
n, cried, and said, “I can’t; I’m a failure.” 
he was not a failure in the eyes of his 
ciates who considered him successful as a 
nessman and influential as a citizen. But 
his own admission he had failed to find 
‘e without Christ. 
itellectual attainment alone, unable to sat- 
the soul’s highest aspirations, cannot stay 
feet from wandering into life’s waste places 
along the barren road of vain imaginings. 
y childlike trust in Christ can put us on 
road of certainty. Information is not 
ugh. The subtle and dynamic energies of 
gion are needed to move the will. It is the 
nentous decision to make God’s will our 
that eventuates in peace. 
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A boy used to go out at night, look up at 
the stars, and repeat the little stanza begin- 
ning: 

“Twinkle, twinkle little star, 
How I wonder what you are.” 


The boy grew up and went to college. In 
his second year he was studying astronomy, and 
as he gazed at the stars through the telescope 
he said with sophomoric conceit: 


“Twinkle, twinkle little star, 
I know exactly what you ate.” 


Such intellectual arrogance led him nowhere. 
When he was through college, he continued to 
study astronomy. One day he discovered a 
new star, not with a more powerful telescope 
than had yet been employed, but with a new 
eye, the eye of faith, and he saw the “bright 
and morning star.” Finally, he became a pro- 
fessor of astronomy. After years of service in 
the cause of science, as an old man, he would 
go out under the stars and say, 


“Twinkle, twinkle little star, 
How I wonder what you are.” 


Although he had spent many years in study 
and research, he had not yet solved many of 
the difficult problems. He could, however, 
wonder, trust, and be tranquil in spirit. 

Money will not bring contentment; learning 
will not. Do you think that you can be at 
peace by becoming famous? No glory ever 
becomes so brilliant that the splendor of an- 
other’s fame may not outshine it. Fame is as 
fickle as fortune. Giotto’s fame eclipsed that 
of Cimabue, Guido’s glory put both in the 
shade. The only sure hope for real and en- 
during satisfaction is to sink fame and fortune 
in Christ. He will give us peace that will 
never pass away. 

Contact with Christ brings an appreciation 
of values already in our possession. The man 
whom Jesus met had clothes, but he was not 
wearing them at that time. ‘For a long while 
he had worn no clothing, and he stayed not 
in a house but among the tombs.” (Moffatt) 
Note that those who came afterwards to see 
what had happened saw that he was clothed. 
Before Jesus restored him he was not wearing 
his clothes, because he had not awakened to 
decency. Some never awaken to decency until 
their lives are touched by Christ. Until He 
comes into their lives their minds are foul, 
incapable of thinking good and _ beautiful 
thoughts; their language is vulgar and profane; 
their actions evil. They seem to be unaware 
of proper words and deeds. Think of the 
man who hid his piece of money in the 
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ground. He should have been using the money 
he buried. So should all of us possess our 
possessions. 1 

A stupid voyager bought a ticket for a trip 
abroad. Before boarding the ship he pur- 
chased a box of cheese and crackers. At meal- 
times he would take his box to a remote part 
of the deck and eat, while the other passen- 
gers were enjoying good fare in the dining- 
rooms. One day he awoke to the fact that he 
was entitled to board—every meal was paid 
for! Just so do men and women waken to an 
appreciation of the things that are already theirs 
when Christ steps into their lives and restores 
them. 

Then it is that men are surprised to find 
many beautiful things to think about. “To the 
pure all things are pure’; but the unregenerate 
mind is always imputing evil. What a delight 
it is to store up in the mind the good things 
which are written for our guidance and com- 
fort in available books! Are we taking full ad- 
vantage of our spiritual privileges? Never, 
until Christ touches us, can we realize the no- 
bility and grandeur of great thoughts. 

Are there some words that we are not using 
—words of cheer, for example, such as Christ 
used? Kind words spoken when hearts are 
heavy, lift loads like magic. Words of en- 
couragement and appreciation may be spoken 
in season that shall change the lives- of boys 
and girls. Often the spirit of Christ will 
prompt us to speak the word of admonition 
and warning to one in error. 

There are vast, unexplored areas which we 
never think of exploring until Christ reveals 
the possibilities to us. We are as unaware of 
them as the people of George Washington’s 
day were of ether waves, as real then as now. 
When Christ touches our lives He shows us 
how to act as members of a family, as neigh- 
bors in a community, as citizens of a nation, 
and as world citizens in a community of na- 
tions. 

Consider, moreover, that when Christ met 
the man among the tombs he came into his 
right mind. This opens up to us the whole 
subject of religious education, a term which 
is somewhat misleading. Education is too 
broad for fences. The word “‘religious” in the 
term “religious education’’ is only for emphasis. 
The truth is that all education should be tre- 
ligious, for all of life is centered in God. The 
radius of Christian scholarship has been too 
short. “It has not dared to encompass all 
human learning and to subject all knowledge 
to the truth of God. There is not one history 
which is secular—-all history is the revelation 
of the will of one God. Just as. little is there 
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a division between sacred and secular in 4 
realm of human activity. All life, all ex 
ence, is sacred, or none of it is. Che 
sociology, biology, even mathematics, reveal | 
handiwork of God, if we do not shut our 
to his presence.” (Conrad Bergendoff: “t 
manity and the Humanities,’ The Christi 
Century, July. 7, 1943, page 794) ‘ 
Finally, when this man had received 
blessings, he could not keep the good news 
himself. Christ touches the lives of men a 
makes them the heralds of salvation to othe 
The crowning effect Christ has upon a life 
to turn it away from itself and to make 
individual blessings a matter of common i 
est. The life that has been touched by Chr 
will relate itself to the needs of mankind, 
the efforts that were once self-centered now 
come concerned about the needs of othe 
Christianity is a religion which makes m 
aware of social responsibilities. f 
Christ brings poise and peace to restl 
souls; He wakens us to the realization of 
riches that are ours; He brings about a prop 
adjustment of our intellectual powers and ¢ 
lates all things to Himself; He makes us ; 
forth as heralds of the good news. May ¥ 
let Him come into our lives that they may | 
changed into His likeness. , 
; 
Our Tower of Babel 
(From page 507) 


human horizon and which can surely lead us 
that better world, for which we are longing, 
the twilight of today I see on that horizon no: 
but the man of Galilee.” (Field-Marsh 
Smuts.) 

If there be any new thing needed by t 
world today, it is not a new life, a new way 
living, a new atomic-powered era, a new pea 
Above all else what the world needs is a ne 
start on and faith in the same old Way, t 
neglect of which, alone and unassisted, h 
brought upon us the self-destruction of our di 

Our stupid self-sufficiency, parading befe 
the world in the crimson of Hollywood sup 
latives, can never be even the germ of Pea 
It is the germ of our own self-damnation. It 
the cornerstone of our tower of Babel ar 
dim-witted, we, alone, fail to comprehend it. 

“In the twilight of today stands the ne 
lected Man of Galilee. Only as He is made 
appear on today’s horizon can our Thanksgivi 
this year be other than superficial. 
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OING WRONG BY DOING NOTHING 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS 


haniah 1:12. 


NTIL I came to know the man who wrote 
the prophecy that bears his name in the 
Old Testament, the book of Zephaniah 
Just a couple of pages in my Bible to sep- 
> Habakkuk from Haggai. 
w—his is the great voice of faith; Haggai I 
V; his is the voice of age raised successfully 
the rebuilding of the temple; but Zephaniah 
Just a name, and that a hard name and for 
ng time, nothing else. 
ut when I came to know him and the times 
vhich he lived, we had wonderful fellow- 
together, and a glorious light came into 
y part of these three chapters that make up 
prophecy. 
1 the year 625 the prophecy was written. In 
“years a great reform movement will sweep 
- Judah under the masterly guidance of a 
hful king, Josiah, the last of the reforms 
the people in Jerusalem are to know before 
Captivity to Babylon in 597 B. C. As the 
ude to this reform, the book of Deuter- 
my has been discovered amid the rubbish of 
temple by Hilkiak, and its pages are being 
with the avidity with which a more mod- 
audience listened to the latest communiques 
a some new war front altogether favorable 
he Allied cause. As the result of the dis- 
ty and the reading of these Scriptures, the 
rm under the zealous Josiah will accomplish 
e great results—foreign idols will be ban- 
d from the nation, the immorality which has 
1 cloaking itself under the clothing of re- 
yn will be suppressed, and worship will be 
e more spiritual by the limitation of sacri- 
to the temple in Jerusalem. 
low man cannot accomplish such a marvel- 
undertaking unless there is some powerful 
ntive for the people to follow in some new 
ction. Then, as now, danger and fear fur- 
an incentive. The people feared in these 
, and feared a new danger. For long, long 
‘rations the nations in Palestine had 
bled at the armies of Mesopotamia, whether 
were the earlier Assyrians or the later 
jlonians, and they were again to tremble, 
ble to death. But now there is something 
A group of Sythians, with their whole 
lies and herds—a folk-migration of an en- 
people—has poured over the Caucasus 
ntains from the Caspian plains and seems 
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headed directly for Palestine. For many years 
the whole Near East seethed with fear of these 
new, strange, barbaric folk, but the tide which 
threatened to engulf the whole of the Near 
East trickles into a narrow stream on the Mara- 
tine plain where an Egyptian army turned it 
backward, and the danger was averted. But in 
the pressing danger from the nearness of these 
invaders, there was a surge of the nation toward 
matters which might turn away the anger of a 
righteous God, and the reformation of religion 
occurred. 

But a man cannot accomplish such an em- 
phatic revolution in the life, thought and habit 
of a people, single handed and alone. Josiah 
did not stand alone. There gathered about the 
young king a group of energetic, consecrated, 
loyal, loving and enthusiastic youth who upheld 
his hands, prayed and planned, and helped the 
mighty movement onward by their unwavering 
support. When I think of Rehoboam, I think 
of necessity of that group of youthful asso- 
ciates whose habits were evil, whose thoughts 
were vile, and whose purposes were selfish. 
They ruined the king, and lost for him a king- 
dom. But on the other hand, when I think of 
Josiah, I think of that manly, courageous, godly 
group about him who sent him high on the 
roster of the kings of Israel and Judah. When 
his hands needed to be upheld, this group of 
fine young men upheld them. When a change 
needed to be made, to bring men to God, and 
God to men, they were ready to assist in the 
change. Among the leaders of that group was 
the writer of this prophecy, Zephaniah. He was 
hardly out of the teens when he wrote this 
prophecy. It was the word of youth as stir- 
ring and as history-making as the word of 
youthful Alexander Hamilton in the early life 
of our nation. He had a name that was great, 
and he lived up to it. ““Zephaniah” means, ‘He 
whom God hath protected.” And God not only 
protected him, but used him to protect others, 
even the whole nation. Some of these prophets 
were sons of the farm, but not Zephaniah. In 
the three chapters there is hardly a reference to 
things of the soil. He did not know sheep, 
and he was utterly unacquainted with the birds 
of the air, the grain of the field, or the proc- 
esses of agriculture. He was of the city folks. 
Some of these prophets were called from fam- 
ilies who had never been heard of before, and 
who are not heard from again. Not so Zepha- 
niah. In his veins flowed the royal blood of 
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the nation. He was a prince of the house of 
David, a great, great grandson of King Heze- 
kiah. His was one of the first families of the 
nation, and he more than upheld the heritage 
of the line and lineage of David. 

Young men who speak forth to the nation 
are not usually given to dwadling with the con- 
servatism or the equivocation of later years. 
They talk straight. Zephaniah talked direct 
‘from the shouder. His message is simple, but 
great. He says to these people, “The day of 
the Lord cometh.’”’ The first chapter tells them 
that the day of the Lord will come speedily to 
the nation to which they belong. The second 
chapter enlarges that judgment of God to make 
it embrace all neighboring nations. The third 
chapter sets forth the glad truth that salvation 
and safety come by foresaking sin and by de- 
parting from iniquity. The message ends with 
a picture of Zion as the people through whom 
will come to all nations the glory and the good- 
ness of God. 

Such are the times, the man and the message. 

Several items loom high in any study of this 
little book. First, it is great to see a group of 
men led by Josiah and Zephaniah who enlist as 
soldiers of the common good, who see the peril 
of the people around them, and who, with no 
thought of making themselves either rich or 
famous, give and continue to give themselves 
and all their talents for the one and only pur- 
pose of bringing men from evil to goodness: 
Zephaniah had no axe to grind for himself. 
Zephaniah had no particular ideology to set up, 
no economic changes to foster, no profit mo- 
tives to serve. He loved God; and loving God, 
he loved the people, and he loved goodness. 
Therefore he speaks plainly for the righteous- 
ness without which any person and any nation 
is sorely imperilled. 

Times change, but the pulls which drag men 
and nations into the pit are not unlike those 
which this prophet clearly depicts more than 
twenty-five hundred years ago. One of those 
which concerned Zephaniah most is given in 
the verse most often quoted: ‘‘And it shall 
come to pass at that time, that I will search 
Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men 
that are settled on their lees: that say in their 
heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will 
he do evil.” The prophet sees men who are 
going wrong by not going anywhere. He sees 
men who are all bound up with the curse of 
inertia. He sees men who are doing absolutely 
nothing, and are enslaved by this nothingness 
that they believe God likewise is doing noth- 
ing. Many years ago when I was present at the 
annual meeting of the Snedecor Memorial 
Synod, I was surprised when one brother moved 
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that the resignation of the stated clerk 
cepted. No resignation had been given. 
stated clerk arose with burning anger, demat 
ing, “What have I done that you want 1 
resignation?” Well, do I remember the ep 
“You haven't done anything; that is why I; 
asking for your resignation.” “I will seat 
Jerusalem with candles, and punish the m 
that are settléd on their lees.” I wonder w 
the search has to be made with candles? 
because the men who do nothing for the nati 
or for the Church of God are so few, butt 
cause they do run away and hide in dark plac 
and do their complaining in the darkness, a 
in the semi-darkness. It was the men settl 
on their lees, who were neither hot nor & 
who in Laodicea received such condemnati 
from the risen Lord in the messages unto t 
seven churches in Asia; and it is such men W 
hinder most the kingdom of God in every gs 
eration. / 

Zephaniah is more worried about the men 
the upper classes who are living in selfish € 
and religious indifference than about everythii 
else that is wrong in the nation. The gre 
causes of the Lord and of humanity are not 
often defeated by the hot frontal assaults of t 
baser evils as they are by the slow, crushir 
glacier-like mass of thousands of indiffere 
folks of so-called respectable society. T 
causes of the Lord are not often destroyed 
much by being blown up as by being sat upe 
It is the group of “Do-Nothing” boys who « 
ruining the morale of the nation and of t 
Church of God. 

Tradition says that when a man came hor 
one ancient Friday evening from his Jerusale 
shop, and his wife asked him about the ever 
of the day, he answered, “I heard that a m 
was condemned to death today by Ponti 
Pilate and a crowd followed him to the hill 
execution by my shop, but I was cutting sor 
meat for Isaac’s wife, and I didn’t get the ¢ 


tails. I didn’t do anything about it.” Jes 
was crucified that day. He didn’t do anythi 
about it. 


When Jesus was giving the picture of the I 
Judgment in the 25th chapter of Matthew, } 
showed how the division was made on the rig 
and on the left. The men on the left were f 
there not because they did this or that thi 
that was definitely wrong, but because th 
were unmoved in the face of human need, th 
simply stayed on their lees when around the 
were bodies and minds and souls, sick, hung: 
thirsty, and in prison. And to them came t 
Master's condemnation, “Depart!” 

That master of the modern short story, 
Henry, tells it bitingly in his tale of the gui 
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ty... Scene one: The father is reading his 


wspaper. The little girl is begging him to’ 


y. He refuses. The mother says: “I wish 
1 would play with Mary.’’ He answers: “Let 
t play with the other children on the street.” 
ity, in scene two, is grown, and has grown 
ong. In the Dance Hall there is a shot, as 
> kills the lover who has spurned her, and 
n jumps into the river. O. Henry says: 
he dark waters of the sluggish stream close 
st another problem that causes the midnight 
to burn in many a parson’s study.” He con- 
ues: “I dreamed the rest of the story. The 
ard at the Judgment Hall speaks to another 
ard. “Who's being tried in there?” The 
atd shakes his head: “It’s a sad, sad case. A 
| shot her lover and killed herself; I’m afraid 
it it will go hard with her.” Then the doors 
sned, and the guard says: “Quit making these 
se arrests. The guilty party is the father 
1 mother who would take no time for their 
Idren, who did wrong by doing nothing.” 
Just a fable, but a truth therein lies with the 
td of this enthusiastic prophet. The biggest 
emy to the kingdom of God is the man who 
; on his lees, and says in his heart, The Lord 
1 not do good, neither will he do evil.” In a 
ndering, well intentioned way, it is far better 
do something wrong than to be guilty of the 
ater sin, of not doing anything. Zephaniah 
y a nation ruined by the indifference and 
iness of good folks. 
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ving Stairways 

[here are a great many big words in our 
guage. Some ate easy to pronounce and 
1e ate hard, and most of them, for little 
<s, would be pretty hard to spell, too. But 
you learn what is meant by one big word 
1 time, it won’t be long before you know 
many as anyone else does. 

ind I have a big word for you today. That 
‘d is Escalator. Do any of you know what 
- word, Escalator means? Well, I'll tell 


\n escalator is a moving stairway where the 
s are pretty much like the ones in your own 
ye, but they are made on a sort of endless 
in or belt and they move slowly from one 
r in a building to the one above or below, 
some go up and some go down. 
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Instead of having to walk up the stairs, like 
at home, you simply step onto the lowest step, 
and even if you stand perfectly still, the steps 
move up and soon you are at the top, on the 
floor above the one you started on. 

It takes a wee little bit of care when you get 
on or when you get off, for the steps are 
moving all the time, but I don’t think many 
people have any trouble or accidents for the 
steps move slowly. Once you are on the stairs 
and moving along it is easy, but you do have 
to sort of watch your step when you get on 
or off. 

And watching your step is a pretty good 
thing to do all the time, whether you are on an 
escalator or not, for even if we are not always 
aware of it our lives are moving along, every 
day a little bit, just like an escalator, carrying 
us up or down, whichever way we choose to 
go, and the ones who get hurt are the ones 
who don’t watch their step as they move along. 

To get through life safely one has to be 
careful to get a good start, just like on an esca- 
lator. Almost everything depends on a good 
start. You must put your foot firmly on the 
first step and trust in the power that makes 
the escalator move, to get you to the top safe- 
ly. It’s just that way in life. You must put 
your foot firmly on the first step of a Christian 
life. If you hadn’t done that you wouldn’t be 
here today. Then you put your confidence and 
trust in God. You ask Him to help you up 
and He will. 

Once you have made a good, safe start, the 
next thing is to keep going. You can get 
onto an escalator and just stand there and the 
escalator will carry you to the top. But some- 
how or other I like to see people step onto 
the escalator and then start climbing up the 
stairs, just as though they really wanted to get 
there. The ones who walk up on an escalator 
get there a whole lot faster than the ones who 
simply stand still and let the escalator do all 
the work for them. Someone once said, ‘God 
helps those who help themselves.” So don’t 
wait for life to carry you through, like folks 
standing on an escalator. Do something about 
it for yourselves and you will get there sooner. 

The next time you are in a big city depart- 
ment store see if they have an escalator. If 
you have never been on one try going up- 
stairs on it and then you can see for yourself 
a truth about your very own life. If you get a 

ood, safe start, and if you climb upward even 
while the steps are moving, you will be sur- 
prised how soon and how safely you make the 
trip. 
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The Mud Dauber 


How many of you know what a mud dauber 
is? Not many of you, I venture to say, for 
that is a name given to what we call a wasp 
around here. Some kinds of wasps make nests 
of something like paper. Others build them 
of mud, and these wasps which make nests of 
mud are sometimes called mud daubers. 

Well, a miner out in the west woke up one 
morning in his little shack and saw a mud 
dauber building his mud home against a low 
rafter overhead. Now, anyone who has been 
stung by a wasp knows why they aren’t nice 
companions to have in a cabin. So the miner 
picked up his well-worn boot and threw it 
at the nest, and sent it crumbling in little 
bits to the floor. Like a little fighting airplane 
the wasp went into a power dive, just like 
he was on a bombing mission. The miner 
saw him coming and quickly ducked his head 
under his blanket. 

The next morning when he awoke, the 
miner found the little yellow wasp was back 
on the job rebuilding his tiny mud nest. Once 
again he picked up his boot and threw it. 
Once again he knocked the little mud nest to 
Pieces, and once again he ducked back under 
his bed-covers to keep from getting stung. 


That evening when he returned from his_ 


mine, there was the mud dauber back on his 
nest-building job, just as though nothing had 
happened. He took his worn-out broom from 
the corner and made a swing at the wasp where 
it sat on the new nest. He thought he had 
kilied it. Certainly, he broke up the new mud 
nest. 

But the next day——but let the miner tell the 
story. 

“T knocked that mud dauber out of business 
every morning for nineteen straight days and 
then I gave up in disgust. I really got to feel- 
ing sort of sorry for the little critter, and de- 
cided if he had enough spunk to keep trying 
to build that little mud nest after I had 
knocked it down nineteen times, he must be a 
pretty good little feller at that. So I let him 
stay. Folks always do like a chap who doesn’t 
know when he is licked but keeps right on 
working. 

There come times for most everyone, even 
little folks, when we all feel we'd better give 
up and quit trying to do what we have worked 
hard to make, and that little wasp, refusing 
to stop building its mud nest, is a pretty good 
example of the kind of determination and 
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stick-to-it-iveness which is bound to reach su 
cess sooner or later. J 

Solomon, the wise man once said, ~ 2 
the ant thou sluggard; consider her ways 4 
be wise.’ ’ He might as well had said go 
the wasp, for surely the one who won't g 
up and quit cold is a wise one too.—( Adapte 
From Christian Life. ; 


The Concrete Road 

I wonder if any of you have driven v 
your daddy, in his car, out through the ope 
country and on a fine, smooth, new ce el 
road. Maybe I should add, on a hot day, fc 
hot days do something very noticeable to 
a roadway, besides making it just about h 
enough to fry eggs on. 

As your car went speeding along, purti 
like a happy kitten, you may have noticed 
dull sounding thud-thud-thud-thud-thud con 
ing up from below the car, sounding at reg 
lar intervals like the ticking of a grandfather 
clock, and fast or slow depending on whethe 
the car was going fast or just ambling alon 
easy-like. 

Now that road had been scientifically mad 
and smoothed out so there wasn’t a sound < 
you drove along, except that thud-thud-thac 
Had it not been for that thudding the & 
would have run over it without any sound ; 
all. 

I wonder if any of you can tell me wh 
caused that thudding noise. ; 

That's right. The concrete had been Ia 
in sections, all of the same size, and whe 
two sections acme together the builders had Ie 
a little open space which they later filled ; 
with tar or a sort of rubbery composition. L 
you know why? Well, let me tell you. 

When those roads get hot from the 
shining on them they expand and get larg 
than they are when cool. If the road w 
laid all in one piece and it got hot it wou 
expand and enlarge enough so it would buck 
up and break. But these spaces between # 
sections of pavement act as sort of cushiot 
The concrete when hot does expand, but 1 
harm can be done simply because the sectio 
of tar or rubber let the concrete expand 1 
stead of buckling. So when the pavement 
hot these cushion-like sections are squeezed 1 
gether until they push up at every section a 
the thud-thud-thudding of the car are t 
wheels passing over them. 


The Ewpost 


And although it sounds funny, every life, 
n the lives of little folks, should have those 
ls or cushions along the way, which keep 
lives smooth and even tempered. 

Without them our lives would be stiff, like 
oncrete road without cushions, and under 


tension they would crack and break and be 
dangerous. 

Some of those cushions are gentleness, pa- 
tience, forgiveness, honesty, humility, kindness. 
If you have plenty of such cushions along your 
own life highway, your travel will be smooth. 


You'll be amazed that 
a hymnbook can do so 
— much forachurch! 


 TABERRACLE i 5G ip 
MNS ‘ aL ha at 
- ‘THE best investment we ever made,” 
writes one church. Another says, “A 
blessing to our members;” another, 
“Larger attendance.” Others say, “A real 
discovery,” “Service more spiritual.” 
Let your people feel the zeal of soul- 
stirring revival which this great All- 
Purpose book is bringing to many 
churches. Mail coupon today. 


TABERNACLE HYMNS 


NUMBER FOUR 


Contains the grand old hymns, and stirring new 
gospel songs. Emphasizes the great truths of God’s 
salvation plan. A book of spiritual dynamic... and 
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with responsive and unison readings embracing 
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and richness of this Song book of the Nation that 
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*More heart-warming, life- 
changing songs. 
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*Two binding colors—green 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


Wm. J. Hart, D.D. 


This Day’s Thanks 

I Thes. 5:18. “Thank God for everything.” 
(Moffatt) 

I thank Him for the little rain at dawn. 

(How soft its fingers on the roof, and cool!) 

I thank Him for the sun, the warm brown loaf, 

The laughter of the children, off to school. 


I thank Him for the gift of quiet tasks, — 

My garden’s sweet new green, and the white 
spray 

Of the young pear tree, for the friendly grace 

Of all the tall sycamores across the way. 


I thank Him that a passing stranger took 
A cup of water from my flowing spring, 
Asking the way. I thank Him for the rose 
My busy neighbor left her work to bring. 


I thank Him for the song a robin sang 

All afternoon, and for the flaming bars 

Of sunset, and the gentle, homing feet. 

I thank Him for the twilight and the stars. 
—Margaret Bell Houston. 


We Thank Thee 
Hig, SSiles. 
therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of 


melody.” 


Not for our lands, our wide-flung prairie 
wea!th, 
Our mighty rivers born of friendly spring, 
Our inland seas, our mountains proud and high, 
Forests and orchards richly blossoming; 
Not for these, Lord, our deepest thanks are 
said 
As, humbly glad, we hail this day serene; 
Not for these most, dear Father of our lives, 
But for the love that in all things is seen. 


We thank Thee not for prestige born of war, 
For dauntless navies built for battle stress; 
Nor would we boast of armies massed for 

strife; 
These all are vain, O Lord of kindliness. 
What need have we of swords and bayonets, 
Of mighty cannon belching poisoned flame! 
O, woo us from the pagan love of these 
Lest we again defile Thy sacred name. 


We thank Thee, Lord, on this recurring day, 
For liberty to worship as we will; 

We thank Thee for the hero souls of old 
Who dared wild seas their mission to fulfill. 
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“Toy and gladness shall be found 


O, gird our hearts with stalwart faith in goo 
Give us new trust in Thy providing hand 

And may a spirit born of brotherhood 
Inspire our hearts and bless our native lam 
—Thomas Curtis Clark. 


Gratitude Should Be Expressed 

Luke 17:16. “And fell down on his face. 
his feet, giving him thanks: and he wag 
Samaritan.” 


Doctor Schweitzer, commenting on the ine 
dent of the ten lepers, thinks that it does m 
mean that only one was grateful. The t 
were grateful, but they hurried home to gfe 
their friends and attend to business as soon ; 
possible, intending to return to Jesus soc 
afterward to thank Him. Things turned o 
otherwise; they were kept at home longer tha 
they meant to be, and in the meanwhile Jes 
was put to death. From -this the learned mi 
sionary deduces the lesson that we ought ¢ 
make an effort to act on our first thoughts an 
let our unspoken gratitude find expression. ~ 
great deal of water is flowing undergroun 
which never comes up as a spring.” We mu 
try to be water which does find its way up, ¥ 
must become a spring at which men can quence 
their thirst for gratitude—Prof. J. Newto 
Davis, in “Rightly Divining the Word.” 


Practical Gratitude 
I Thes. 5:18. “In every circumstance of li 
be thankful” (Weymouth). 


Lord Beaverbrook was injured during th 
closing days of 1929 in an automobile acc 
dent. He was cut by flying glass and his & 
was badly damaged. The British Weekly r 
ferred to the accident, and then added: “Lor 
Beaverbrook has generously decided to giy 
twenty-five thousand pounds for charitable pu 
poses in gratitude for his good fortune | 
escaping more serious injury. He has aske 
the Prime Minister to allocate the gift, and h: 
expressed a preference for medical education 


Christmas As Thanksgiving 
Rev, 7:12. “And thanksgiving and honour.’ 


Whiners are not immortalized in the Bibl 
The persons who really endure the most _ 
losses and afflictions are often the most chee 


The Ewposite 


Thy Health Shall 
Spring Forth 
By RUSSELL DICKS 
A helpful book of courage and good 


cheer, containing prayers and medi- 
tations for the use of the ill. Russell 
Dicks is chaplain of Wesley Memor- 
ial Hospital in Chicago, and the 
author of many books on ministering 
to the sick. $1.25 


Snowden - Douglass 
Sunday School 
Lessons 


Here is the new 1946 edition 
of Dr. Earl L. Douglass’s prac- 
tical expositions of the Inter- 
national Sunday School Les- 
sons, the 25th annual volume 
in the series. $1.50 


The Coming 
Great Church 


By THEODORE O. WEDEL 


Believing that ecclesiastical isola- 
tionism, like that of nations, is 
doomed, Canon Wedel re-examines 
the Church as a corporate, historical, 
and social fact, and seeks a doctrine 
of the Church leading to a united 
Christian fellowship. $2.00 
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A Knight 
There Was 


By MARY ENGLAND 


Rare beauty and universal ap- 
peal mark this story of a young 
British soldier, his death in 
battle, and his mother and 
father, as they grope toward 
understanding. $1.00 


The Light 
of Faith 


By ALBERT W. PALMER 


A constructive inquiry into Christian 
belief, by the President of the Chi- 
cago Theological Seminary. Dr. 
Palmer’s mature, honest conception 
of faith is directly applicable to con- 


temporary life, and is written for the 
layman. $1.75 
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ful and thankful. It is true in our diary of 
folks where there are many pages to cheer and 
encourage us in the Christian Way. 

The Psalms ate the expression of a people 
once in captivity, but who would know it, so 
free are they from fretfulness, irritation and 
defeat. St. Paul knew suffering and he tells 
us to “Give thanks always for all things, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to God, 
even the Father.” How about that English- 
man, John Bunyan by name, who was confined 
in an English jail without trial and yet wrote 
a book that has lived for nearly three centuries. 
In his ‘‘Pilgrim’s Progress,” published in 1678, 
Bunyan, notwithstanding his separation from 
his wife and family, creates the character, 
“Thankful Heart,” which is Bunyan himself. 

In the great art of living (and there is no 
greater art,) where is there a greater mental 
and spiritual therapeutic than the spirit of 
Thanksgiving? Plato possessed it in a limited 
degree, although not a “Christian”. He looked 
at life through the somewhat cloudy spectacles 
of Nature. He gave thanks unto God for three 
things: First, that God created him a man, 
and not a beast; secondly, that he was born a 
Grecian and not a barbarian; thirdly, that not 
only so, but a philosopher also. The Christian 
today sees God more clearly: First, he thanks 
God for being created in His image; secondly, 
that God gave him good parentage and Chris- 
tian conversion and training, and thirdly, the 
ever-growing assurance that “God is able to 
keep that which we have committed to Him to 
keep against that day,’ whether, a day of ad- 
versity or victory. 

All of us this Christmas (yes, in wartime 
too,) have much cause to be thankful for. Are 
you not thankful for health and children, for 
home and friends; for kindly word or deed; 
for good thoughts and talk—in a word, a sense 
of good taste? Why are we so thankless for 
those “‘awful’’ things that somehow never hap- 
pened ? 

Count your blessings and mercies, just for 
one day—you'll experience surprise, joy and 
gratitude for many future days. Christians 
should not and do not mingle at an already 
overcrowded Wailing Wall. We are not Pro- 
fessional Mourners to be paid so much per. 
If you want to escape the stigma of being called 
a grouch, a chronic peeve and an unwelcome 
guest, learn to be fused with the Spirit of 
Thanksgiving. May your positives, and you 
have many, exceed your negatives; your affirma- 
tions transcend your denials and non-commit- 
ments and your joys and gratitude to God 
abound more and more unto the perfect day. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS — 
By J. A. CLARK 


Hatching Out Serpents 
Prov. 23:7. “As a man thinketh in his hear 
so is he.” 


We are becoming more and more like tt 
thoughts we permit to lodge within us. FB 
who thinks narrow, selfish, uncharitab 
thoughts will become more and more narroy 
selfish, and uncharitable. But if your though 
are broad, generous, magnanimous, divine, yc 
will become broad, generous, magnanimou 
and divine. Some one tells of a man wh 
brought a number of sergents’ eggs from tl 
Orient as a souvenir, and gave them to 
friend. The friend laid them away in h 
study drawer, and after a few days went | 
take them out, when he found several dead 
vipers creeping about in the drawer. The su 
had hatched the eggs and made a nest « 
venomous things for the owner. Whoever wi 
permit evil thoughts to lodge within him wi 
soon realize that the process of incubation h 
been going on unconsciously but steadily und 
the natural heat of the soul, and the d 
serpents of sin and death will take possessi 
of him—The Welcome, Aug. 17. 


Just the Bairn Outside | 
Mark 16:15. “Proclaim the Good News to < 
mankind.” (Weymouth) | 


In one of the stories of O. Douglas is 
character called Bethia, who is housekeeper 
the minister and who is a very enthusiastic ¢ 
lector for missions. One day she said to 
friend, “I’ve collected for foreign missions f 
nearly fifty years, and it’s not a very encour: 
ing job whiles. The maist o’ folk are 
heeding much about the heathen, they've ple 
to do wi’ themselves. I mind once being i 
hoose, an’ the wife couldna see her way 
give to missions at all. While we were sf 
ing, a bairn gave a cry, and she startit 
thinking it was her ain wee lassie, and th 
she said relieved like, ‘It was just a bairn o 
side.’ An’ wi’ower many folk missions 
just the bairn outside.” 


His Apology 
James 5:16. “Confess your sins to one 
other.” (Weymouth) 

The late Professor Blackie was a hot-te 
pered, sensitive, and exacting man. On 
occasion some students desiring admission i 
his class in the University were arraigned 
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FOR THERE IS PEACE ON EARTH 


GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN 


In but a short time, Christmas will be 
here . . . the first Christmas in years, 
with a world at Peace and man no longer 
waging war against his fellows. No time 
could be more fitting than this to dedicate 
a memorial commemorating this new, 
more meaningful Peace on Earth . . . to 
honor those who made the supreme sacri- 
fice that we might live in peace this 
Christmas Day, 


An order placed NOW for the superla- 
tive memorial ~ . CARILLONIC 
BELLS, will make it possible to ring 
forth glad tidings from your chureh 
tower during the coming Christmas 
season and in the years to come. For 
complete information address Dept. E-4. 


CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS « ACOUSTIC 
CORRECTION UNITS: SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS- CHURCH HEARING AIDS 


SELLERSVILLE, PA, 
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papers,” said the professor. y obeye 
one lad awkwardly held up his paper in his | of 
hand. “Hold it properly, sir, in your righ 
hand,” said the teacher. The embarrassed pi 
pil stammered out something indistinctly, | 
still kept his left hand raised. ‘The righ 
hand, ya loon;”’ shouted the professor. “Sit 
I have nae right hand,” said the agitated lad 
as he held up his right arm, which ended a 
the wrist. A storm of indignant hisses burs 
from the Class, but the professor leaped fron 
the platform, flung his arm over the boy’ 
shoulder and drew him to his breast, and break 
ing into the broad Scotch of his childhood 
said in a voice soft with emotion, yet audibl 
in the hush that had fallen on the class: “Eh 
laddie, forgive me that I was over-rough. 
didna mean to hurt you, lad; I didna ken!’ 
And turning with tearful eyes to the class, hi 
said, “I thank God He has given me gentlemet 
to teach who can ca’me to account when I g 
astray.” That honest word captured the boy 
forever, and their cheers were as hearty a 
their hisses had been indignant—The Christia 
Herald. 


The Shining Ones 
II Kings 6:17. “The mountain was full 
horses and chariots of fire round abou 


Elisha.” 


Sundar Singh, the holy Christian teacher o 
India, was traveling one day through a wil 
part of Tibet, where the people were so hos 
tile that he was forced to take refuge in 
cave. Soon the villagers came after him wit 
sticks and stones. They were within a fe 
yards of him when they suddenly stood stil 
and began to whisper together . They aske 
Sundar Singh, “Who is the other man wit! 
you in bright garments, and many mor 
that surround you?” He replied that there wa 
no man with him; but with awe they insiste 
that they saw them all around the cave. The 
the men besought him to go with them t 
their homes, and there he so preached Chti: 
that they feared and believed—From “Sadh 
Sundar Singh,” by Mrs. Arthur Parker. 


Everybody’s Mother 


Luke 22:27. “I am among you as a servant. 


(Moffatt) 


When Mary Slessor of Calabar, passed on i 
January, 1915, the word went out, “Everybody 
mother is dead,” and the natives came frot 
far and near to share with missionaries, go 
ernment officials, merchants, and the pupils ¢ 


The Exposito 


schools in the funeral exercises. She was 
ally the servant of all. Her place had 
1 won by her devoted service. Here is the 
a missionary visitor described her: “One 
tt knew what she would be doing. One 
t she might be having a political discussion 
1 a district commissioner, the next building 
yuse, and later on judging native palavers. 
- one evening I heard a good deal of talk- 
and also the sound of working. I went 
see what she was doing, and there was 
’ making cement and the bairns spreading 
n the floor with their hands in the candle- 
t.’ A government doctor who once visited 
found her sitting on a chair rocking a tiny 
ican baby, while five others were sleeping, 
pped up in bits of brown paper and a 


spaper in other parts of the room. 


2 1:5. “Amid the darkness the Light 
shone, but the darkness did not master it.” 
(Moffatt) 

he variation in the margin is very striking, 

ie darkness overcame it not.’ The light of 
streaming from the Word of God is a 

vailing, inextinguishable light. When Far- & cl 

y was lecturing at the ea Society, he oncordance 

wed a candle that was taken out of the : 

itt GEORGE, Sunk in 1782" Tt had been of the Bible 

he bottom of the sea, subject to the action 

salt water, for nearly sixty years, yet when 
philosopher lighted it once more it burnt 

liantly. Now the New Testament, that 
ndle of the Lord,” has again and again 

n overwhelmed in floods of sceptical criti- 

n, contempt, persecution, and yet today in 
moral and spiritual realm it remains ‘“‘the 

ter light of all our seeing.’ It will ever 


Most complete 
Simplest 
Accurate 


Comparative 


Mr de De Be Be 


ain so. The light we have in Christ is Lexicon of 
reflected, but original; not partial, but Hebrew and 
; not temporary, but eternal. Let Him be Greek Words 
star, my sun, and let me walk in that light 
ife till traveling days are done—Dr. W. L. It is no exaggeration whatever to say 
tkinson. of Strong's Concordance: “If you 


do not find a word in Strong’s, it is 
not in the Bible!” Certainly there 
never can be a more complete con- 
cordance than this one, for it con- 


Chron. 14:7. “We have sought Him, and 
He hath given us rest.” 


The Rev. Mark Guy Pearce says: ‘Far up 
inst the blue sky was a pure white fleecy 


id. The great sea lay and looked at it, and tains Ge) word in every verse In 
spered to itself, “They say that thing of the Bible. 

uty was once down where I am,’ and the 

wondered and longed, and said, ‘I will try $7.50 At Your Bookstore 


get there.’ ‘And it gathered its strength, 
it borrowed the force of the wind. I saw 


s it rose up in the strength of its purpose, ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
it hurled itself against the rocks,—then it 
baffled, beaten. At last the great sea 
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SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 


A Declaration 


Spiritual Mobilization applauds the prompt 
termination of wartime controls and censor- 
ships. It believes the nation should rally 
enthusiastically behind President Truman’s 
call for return to the American Way, the basic 
freedoms and spiritual ideals that have made 
America great and from which America has 
been detouring for a decade. It admires the 
president’s determination to work with the 
Congress to restore balance between the 
executive, legislative and judicial branches of 
our government. Severe tests lie ahead. 


With victory and war’s end, one phase of 
Spiritual Mobilization’s program is completed. 
It is glad so many feel it rendered helpful 
service against the pagan stateism trend 
which still stalks the earth. Our distinguished 
Advisory Committee has been released for 
reenlistment. Our 1608 clergy representa- 
tives from coast to coast are cooperating in 
the formulation of our next effort against col- 
lectivism of whatever sort — Fascism, Com- 
munism, Socialism, etc. America stands 
strangely alone in the world so far as her 
social and economic systems are concerned. 
They must continue to be based upon the 
God-given rights of individual citizens as 
children of God. 


We desire comments and inquiries from 
_ thousands more ministers who share our view- 
point. Write below for latest publication. 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 


Dr. James W. Firrecp, Jr, Director 
Dr. Donartp J. Cowiine, Chairman 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
411 West Fifth Street, Los Angeles 13, California 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
411 W. Fifth Street, Dept. E11, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


I am interested in the program and purposes of 
Spiritual Mobilization. Please send me information. 
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lay quite still in the silvery light of the morn 
ing and it looked up at the sun. ‘Canst th 
not help me,’ it cried. “Yes, said the sun, ‘in 
deed I can, if thou wilt let me.’ And 
sun sent down a noiseless ray that shone up 
it. And Jo! the sea knew not how, nor ¢ 


oe had 


to know, but it cried, ‘I am there’! 


His Witness 
Acts 22:15. “For you are a witness for Him 
before all men.” (Moffatt) 


Miss F. R. Havergal, soon after she became 
a Christian, went to a school at Duseldorf. Be 
heart was warm with love to her Saviour, am 
she was all eager to speak for Him. To he: 
dismay, however, she soon discovered 
among the hundred girls she was the onl 
Christian. Her first feeling was that she re 
not confess Christ in that great company of un 
Christian companions. Her gentle, sensitive 
heart shrank from a duty so hard. Her secone 
thought, however, was that she could not fe 
frain from confessing Him. “I am the o 
one He has here,” she said. And this though’ 
became a source of strength and inspirati 
She realized that she was Christ's witness if 
that school, His only witness, and she dare no 
fail—The London Sunday School Times. 


The Neglected Book 
Nehemiah 8:8. “So they read in the book,» 
the law of God.” 


Robert Burns was one day visiting a Scott 
ish nobleman, and was politely ushered into < 
stately library. Having to wait awhile, hi: 
lordship not having finished sipping his coffee 
the poet reached down a splendidly-bound edi 
tion of Shakespeare. It was worm-eaten, bu 
otherwise as good as new. The volume cracked 
after the way of new books, as he opened it 
its contents had evidently never been looked at 
Burns felt in his waistcoat pcoket, took ou 
his pencil, and wrote on the flyleaf of the dain 
ty volume: 


Through and through the inspired leaves 
Ye maggots, make your windings; 

But oh! respect his lordship’s taste 

And spare his golden bindings! 


Bibles choicely bound are like apples of gol« 
in pictures of silver, but the evidences of usag 
are better than the handsomest and dainties 
bindings-——The Sunday at Home. 


FOR SALE: Windbreaker, aviation cloth, light biege, siz 
34, zipper front, bellows back, button-cuff sleeve, 2 larg 
pockets, breast-pocket with zipper, never worn, $8.06 


The Ewposito 


BOOKS 


1 GLOBAL CHRIST 


Roy Lawson Tawes. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
pp. $1.00. 
his is a series of sermons from the pen of the min- 
r of Silverbrook Methodist Church, Wilmington, 
uware. The motif of these sermons is the contention 
“the only hope for this distressed time is the Global 
ist. His Cross brings redemptive reality to troubled 
h. . .. Jesus Christ has met with mankind, presented 
Galilean Charter, and spoken God’s eternal concern 
the fallen race.” 
he style is crisp, clear, readable and the sermons 
Yy power. <A number of illustrative stories and 
ms, chosen with real discrimination, add to the merit 
che sermons. 
he sermon titles are: The Global Christ. The Chris- 
1 Answer. When It Is Hard to Forgive. A Parable 
distory. Man’s Only Progress. The Passion of Pain. 
ry’s Gold Star. Satan’s Lost Cause. The Drama of 
‘owel. His Last Word. Until Easter. The Third 
r at Sundown. The Saints Salute You. What Are 
Waiting For? Harvesting a Planet.—William J. 
ig 


E SUPREME POSSESSION 

G. Ray Jordan. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 187 pp. 
0. 

his volume is a series of persuasive evangelistic ser- 
ns. True, the coin of evangelism has been clipped 
| debased, ‘“‘for many self-chosen leaders have abused 
| kind of preaching.’’ In this series of sermons, how- 
r, Dr. Jordan restores the pristine integrity of evan- 
stic preaching. They are a singing proclamation of 
“Supreme Possession’? which is Christ—man’s salvya- 
1 and the healing of the nations. 

flere, most certainly, is a Christian witness com- 
nded of enthusiasm and sanity. Enthusiasm born of 
conviction that ‘God was in Christ reconciling the 
‘Id unto Himself.’ Sanity, the attendant of a trained 
| disciplined mind, realistically, evaluating personal 
duct and the functioning of society in terms of the 
‘istian conviction—The Supreme Possession. 

uch questions as these are raised: Have We Out- 
wn Evangelism? Can You Recommend Your Re- 
on? What Is My Business? When Will the King- 
n Come? Dare Religion Become Scientific? What Is 
* Hope for Tomorrow? The reader will find the book 
ictuated with splendid illustrations.—William J. Rees. 


INKING WHERE JESUS THOUGHT 

Hillyer H. Straton. Bethany. 254 pp. $2.00. 

‘he pastor of the First Baptist Church in Detroit di- 
es his book into four parts: Thinking About Himself 
1 Others, Facing the Fact of Evil, This is the Way, 
1 New Insights of Modern Theology. The evangelistic 
phasis is never sidetracked; nor is the author’s loy- 
y to the historic interpretation of the Person and 
sion of Christ. He says: ‘“God’s dynamic will be re- 
sed not only by a Christ that is sufficient, and a the- 
ey that is adequate, but also by the lives that are 
nsformed through the atoning grace of our Lord 
us Christ. We have been redeemed because we have 
lieved; others should know that we have been re- 
med because they see in us transformed lives. The 
yreciative introduction is written by Edgar DeWitt 
es, who acclaims the author as a conservative with 
open mind, a heart of love and great good will— 
wles Haddon Nabers. 
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The LIFE OF CHRIST 
VISUALIZED - 


BOOKS \ 
IN GIFT BOX. . . $1 


675 PICTURES IN FULL COLOR 
ACTUAL SIZE 72” x 10%” 


A REVERENT TRANSLATION OF 
GOSPEL NARRATIVE INTO 
CONTINUOUS PICTURES 


Three books, 48 pages each, tell com- 
plete life story of Jesus. True-to-the- 
Bible in every detail; inspirational, 
educational, reverent, artistic. Stories 
live before your eyes. A new delight 
for all Christians,-9 to 90! Order from 
your book store, or write us. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 


vem STEEL FOLDING CHAIRS 


LIMITED SUPPLY NOW AVAILABLE FOR EARLY DELIVERY 
Form Fitting Upholstered Back and Seat 
Rubber Feet 
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The Name at the Foot 
John 14:13. “I will do whatever you ask in 
my name.” (Moffatt) 


‘Tt is the name at the foot of the check,” 
Says’ the Rey. Is G: Selby, “which gives it 
value when passed over the counter of the 
bank, and he is a poor simpleton, indeed, who 
imagines that a check for a sum in four figures 
will be dishonored unless he drive there in a 
carriage and pair. And yet some of us are 
just as whimsical and uninformed upon the 
subject of prayer. We assume that God will 
respond more richly and readily to the sup- 
plications of prophets, apostles, famous saints, 
those who belong to brilliant spiritual hier- 
archies, than to yours and mine. Prayer be- 
comes priceless through the name in which it 
is presented, however poor and mean and ig- 
noble the petitioner himself.” 


Wise men extract power from every phase of life, 
thus preparing for the next step. 


INTER-CHURCH 
HYMNAL 


See this great hym- 
nal which lifts the 
ministry of music 
to new levels and 
provides service 
material in unparal- 
leled abundance. 
Write for your Free sample copy today. 


More For Your Money 


“Inter-Church Hymnal” unites Quantity and Qual- 
ity with LOW price. First, it gives you 479 preferred 
hymns and songs that unite in worship the hearts 
of your people. Second, it provides 215 Service Out- 
lines, Scripture Readings; Litanies, Prayers, Choral 
Responses, Introits, and Personal Meditations. 


TRUE POST-WAR PROGRAM 


Helps you to improve and vitalize your service 
program to fit conditions of the day. Despite the 
fullness of its contents, and many unique features, 
the volume is compact and easy to hold because 
of quality materials, 

Send for sample and see how perfectly ‘‘Inter- 
Church Hymnal” meets your needs, how valuable 
it will be in building up your work. 


Complete 
Service Book 
$90 a 100, not prepaid 


Write today for Free sample 
Give church and denomination 


Biglow-Main-Excell To. 


5715-15 West Lake St., Chicago 44, Illinois 
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THE CHRISTIAN ANSWER 
Edited by Henry P. Van Dusen. Scribner. 195 pp. $2.50 
A group of twenty-five men and women—most of then 
teachers of religion—came together for a study of th 
interpretation of the Christian Faith for our day. Afte) 
a period of two years, the group, called The Theologica 
Discussion Group, had six of their members to prepar 
the material which constitutes the six valuable chapter: 
in this volume. The writers and the themes are as fol 
lows: The World Situation by Paul J. Tillich, of Unior 
Theological Seminary, New York; Christianity and It: 
Secular Alternatives by Theodore M. Greene of Prince 
ton University: Central Christian Affirmations by 
George F. Thomas of Princeton University; Christiar 
and Society by Edwin E. Aubrey of Crozer Theologica 
Seminary; and Christianity and the Christian by Johr 
Knox of Union Seminary in New York. The introduc 


tion is by Henry P. Van Duzen, President of Unior 
Theological Seminary. The volume is addressed par 


ticularly to those outside the church of Christ and chal 
lenges its readers to the conclusion that “Christianity 
in its essential convictions is true, and . . . indispensa 


ble.” It is a challenging, thought-provoking book.— 
Charles Haddon Nabers. 

THE LITTLE JETTS NEW TESTAMENT 

Volume A. By Wade G. Smith. W. A. Wilde. $1.50. 


The title might suggest to some that this is a book fo 
little tots or for teachers of little tots. But the fact is 
that it is for teachers of different age groups. Many 
others will be interested in this book in connection witt 
the daily Bible reading. The book presents the New 
Testament narratives and teachings by the clever use 0) 
simple, suggestive drawings which help to make the 
scripture passages stick in the mind as well as to empha 
size the fact that the Bible is a Living Book. Every 
story presented is enlivened by the use of “The Little 
Jetts” or graphic etchings, which help to make the truths 
of the text stand out far clinchingly. 

An interesting thing about this second volume 060i 
“Little Jetts” is that practically any teacher can repro 
duce the etchings in a very brief time upon the black 
board so as to help the pupils better to appreciate the 
Bible stories. The author, though not claiming to be am 
artist himself, has done what many artists cannot do 


in that his simple drawings will prompt most every 
teacher to feel that they too can do it. And they 
can.—Royw C. Helfenstein. 

BEYOND THE HORIZON OF SCIENCE 

By Arthur L. Williston. W. A. Wilde Co. $1.50. 


It is difficult for the reader to keep in mind whethe: 
he is reading a book of science or religion as he turn: 
the fascinating pages of this little volume. The autho: 
is a nationally known figure in the field of science anc 
is therefore qualified to write of the significance of thi 
findings of science. With this he gives a healthy re 
ligious philosophy of life. It will be a very fitting boo! 
to put into the hands of young people, perhaps as ¢ 
graduation present. 

The chapter on “The Natural and the Supernatural! 
is thrilling. One keeps asking—Is this a scientist writ 
ing? He suggests that if we turn the pages of histor 
back a few centuries we will find the field of the na 
tural dwindling. Finally it disappears and everythin: 
is supernatural. ‘‘When, therefore, we say that up t 
this point nature goes, and beyond this point lies th’ 
supernatural, we mean that only up to this poini 
have we discovered God's laws, and beyond God’s law 
are still unknown. All then, natural and supernatura 
alike, are ports of one infinite territory into which ou 
understanding has penetrated but a little way comparee 
with the vast acres beyond.” 
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ly people today who have had some irreligious edu- 
or non-religious education have torn the super- 
al page out of the book of life. It is most reassur- 
) find a man of science insisting that it must be 
ack. Beyond the horizon of science lies, not the 
wn, but God.—C. F. Banning. 


OUR ROVING BIBLE 


by Lawrence E. Nelson 


With findings authenticated at every step, this 
book traces the influence of the Bible down 
through the years from Beowulf to bombers, from 
Mother Goose to Hollywood. It is a library of 


$2.75 


TER GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY 
Vade Crawford Barclay. Willett, Clark & Co. 
p- $2.50. 
these troublous times, it is. of very high importance 
1e people of the United States to become well ac- 
ted with their Latin American neighbors. There 
9 no question of our need of a “Greater Good 
bor Policy,’ one which supplements what the govy- 
ent does; nor can we hope to achieve this policy 
s we understand that the unity which we seek and 
have is basically a spiritual matter. Because this 
it is necessary to face frankly the religious situa- 
in Latin America. The author traces the roots of 
American traditions and describes their develop- 
and effect. Every phase of life is considered, but 
‘mphasis is placed on the impact of the Roman 
ic Church on education and economics. In a 
unt and discerning spirit, it is pointed out that 
dation in these lands has not yet been replaced by 
ristian society and that, therefore, there is urgent 
now for cooperation among Christian forces. Only 
is way can democracy and freedom flourish. The 
eontains much valuable information and merits the 
r of all who are concerned in the welfare of our 
sphere.—T. EF. G. 


valuable and interesting information. 


COME BEFORE WINTER 
by Clarence E. Macartney 


A sermon destined to become a classic! This 
sermon on opportunity has been delivered an- 
nually for thirty years in both Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia. If you believe in the power and 
urgency of the Christian message, you will 


herish it ! 
le St 50 cents 


THE WILL OF GOD 
by Leslie D. Weatherhead 


Ministers called into homes where death has 
come or disaster has struck will find this message 
for times of sorrow and confusion just the thing 
to leave as a help in smoothing troubled thinking. 


Cloth, 75 cents. Paper, 25 cents each, 
~ $2.75 doz. 


At Your Bookstore 
ABINGDON -COKESBURY 


SES OF THE PASSION 

. P. Kretzmann and A. C. Oldsen. Ernst Kaufman. 
yp. cloth. $1.50. 

. Kretzmann is President of Valparaiso University 
Dr. Oldsen is pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church 
alparaiso and an instructor in the University. 

is is a new approach to the Lenten theme. Each 


tation is in the first person, the subject speaking 
uimself. It might be called a ‘human interest’ ap- 
ch. Nine people speak, Judas, Peter, John, Caiphas, 
n, The Centurion, Pontius Pilate, Dismas and Paul. 


BUILD UP Your Attendance ! 
INCREASE Your Contributions ! 
BEAUTIFY Your Service ! 


ddition there are meditations on the Seven Words 
the Cross. These meditations and the ones by 
e and Dismas are by Dr. Kretzmann and the others 
ir. Oldsen. 
ese meditations are all Scriptural and devout. The 
od of approach and presentation is yery appealing. 
apable hands considerable good can- be done this 
I would recommend this book to all seeking in- 
tion and stimulation for the Lenten season.—W. R. 
wt. 


Use these full color litho- 
graphed bulletins, folders, 
letterheads and offering en- 
velopes for your Christmas 
services. 


—PRICES— 


Bulletin No. 1275, 8% x 11 
flat, $1.50 per 100, $6.00 per 
500, $10.00 per 1,000. 


Folder No. 1265, 5°4x6%4 flat, 
75e per 100, $2.50 per 500, 
$4.00 per 1,000. OFFERING 
ENVELOPES TO MATCH— 
Large Size, 3 1/16x5%, No. 
1280, 75¢e per 100, $2.75 per 
500, $4.50 per 1,000. Medium 
Size, 214x4%, No. 1281, 50c 
per 100, $2.25 per 500, $3.75 
per 1,000. 


5 IS JUDAISM 
Ferdinand M. Isserman. 
pp. $2.50. 
sre is an able interpretation of Reform Judaism by 
\merican rabbi. He sets forth the principles of this 
ent faith and indicates their significance for modern 
In Part I, entitled, ‘From Primitive Semitism to 
hetic Judaism,’ the author traces the development 
is religion from the crude beliefs of the desert to 
mighty conception of the unity of God. In Part II, 
» Fundamentals of Judaism—Its Theology,” he dis- 
esd such themes as the Bible, Miracles, Prayer, Im- 
ality and the Messiah idea. In Part III, the Ap- 
Rion of Judaism to Life,’ he defines the bearing of 
faith on such present problems as Democracy, Race 
tions, War, Social Justice and Peace. Whether 
sh or Christian, every reader will be impressed by 
power and reason with which he speaks against 
-Semitism and race prejudice, and by the deep 


Willett, Clark & Co. 


— FREE SAMPLES — 


A complete set of samples of the numbers illustrated and 
others available will be sent upon request without 
obligation. 
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More Valued than ever! 


Harry Emerson 


FOSDICK 
(@ie 
‘Time To 


Be Alive 


Let Dr. Fosdick help you discover 
the real certainties in a time of 
uncertainty. These twenty-five stir- 
ring messages—the latest pub- 
lished—will increase in spiritual 
value with the coming years. 


At your bookseller * $2.00 


HARPER 


nee enema 


ALTAR FIRES OF FAITH 


DAILY DEVOTIONS 
FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN 


By J. B. Hunley, 
384 pages, $1.00. 
For every day, a 
Scripture lesson, in- 
spiring message, a 
brief prayer; 365 
faith-building, per- 
sonal devotions. 
Pocket size, beautifully bound. Fine 
gift for a friend—or yourself. 


Order from your book 
store, or write us for 
complete catalogue. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 
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understanding with which he expresses his appreciati 
of the value of religion. While, in his section on Jesy 
he makes some statements ‘‘which will surprise 0; 
those not familiar with Reform Judaism,” he hard 
goes beyond the assertion that the Man of Nazareth * 
an effective exponent and champion of prophetic 
ligion.”” Those who desire a clear explanation of La 
Reform Judaism stands for will find it in this book. 
large index makes the volume very convenient for re 
erence.—T. E. G. . 
A DURABLE PEACE IN EUROPE 
By William Henry Chamberlin. 
A DURABLE PEACE IN EASTERN ASIA 
By Willis Lamott. 
(Published by Commission on A Just and Durable Peac 
of the Federal Council of Churches in America. $.20) 
These two pamphlets are excellent in providing bac} 
ground material for church discussion groups. Both ¢ 
the men who write them write plainly and to the poirn 
There is a list of topics for discussion and questions | 
the end of each book as well as the biographies of t] 
authors. If any church wants to discuss the “Six Pillal 
of Peace,” these two books will give the practical proj 
lems of applying them in Europe and Asia. If, on ti 
other hand, one simply wants to read a significant su 
vey of the background of the world, these two pamphlej 
are well worth obtaining —Gerald Kennedy. 


IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH | 
By Mary E. Brimmer. Published by Trinity Lutherg 
Church, Fort Wayne. 65c. Ten or more 50c. 

This is a text for teaching confirmation classes, basd 
on Luther's small catechism. It is the work of a form} 
school teacher, several years the Director of Religioj 
Education of Trinity Lutheran Church in Fort Wayn 
Ind. It is written on the level of a child’s experien{ 
and with a vocabulary suited to the children. Its poi! 
of view is modern. 

Outstanding features are: A word study with ea 
lesson to fix the meaning of unfamiliar but necessai 
words. A short Life of Christ. A fine explanation 
the church service, titled, “The Way We Worship.” 4 
explanation of the Church Year. A short history of t] 
Christian Church. 

The text is worship centered, and leads the child in! 
worship, which the author aptly defines as “the feelit 
of fellowship with God.” 

It adds many fine and necessary features in the pre 
aration of children for full church-membership, and cz 
be used with profit among aéults. It is so written th 
others than Lutherans will find it of value. 

Good catechetical material is scarce and pastors oft 
find themselves using several texts with the same clas 
This book will be a fine addition to such material. Mi 
Brimmer’s work, wrought out of class experience, shou 
go far toward making faithful church-members ai 
faithful followers of the Christ.—W. R. Siegart. 


AND SO ALL ISRAEL SHALL BE SAVED 
By William Hendriksen. Baker’s Book Store. 36 pp. 4: 
This little pamphlet is by the Professor of New Tes! 
ment Literature, Calvin Seminary. Three classes 
readers are considered in the writing of this work: t 
beginner and the layman, the more advanced Bit 
student, and the student who in addition to his 2 
vanced standing is able to read and understand t 
Greek original. The purpose of the work is to analy 
the meaning of the phrase “all Israel.” The auth 
suggests three answers, and implies the need of an 
creased missionary endeavor among the Jews.—Paul 
Leedy. 
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lid- Week Suggestions 


God’s Ancient Resistance Movements 


rgan: “Stillness of Night’—Chubb. 
nvocation: “Every word of God is tried; 
is a shield unto them that take refuge in 
n.”’ 

1ymn: “Light. of Conscience, Clear and 
| a 

salm: 46. (Assign reading and study of 
Psalm prior to the service, in order to as- 
2 attention and understanding of the appli- 
on to present-day needs of the spirit). 
lymn:. “O Grant Us Light, That We May 
Ow.” 
cripture: (saiah 36:1-22 through 37:1-7. 
1ymn: “God Moves in a Mysterious Way.” 
astor: The 46th Psalm, and the verses from 
ah, just read make one feel that they had been 
ten in the last few years. Evil, brutality, deceit, 
uivance, and fear, glaringly reflected in the faith, 
rage, endurance, and steadfastness of a few, who 
ig to their trust in God, and went forth to do His 
1. The hope of mankind lies in these minorities; 
1 worked through them in ancient times, God 
ks through them today. 

he 46th Psalm is universally conceded to refer to 
deliverance of Jerusalem from Sennacherib’s in- 
ing army in the days of Hezekiah and Isaiah. It 
sists of three main stanzas of three verses each. 
second and third are followed by a 2-line refrain, 
7 and 11. There undoubtedly must have been 
ther verse, now lost, alter vs. 3, giving this refrain 
the first stanza, as in Psalms 42 and 43. Luther’s 
ous hymn, “A Strong Fortress is our God,’’ was 
gested by this psalm. 

he first stanza is a statement of trust in God, even 
uppalling disaster. The second shows the result 
uch trust, in reference to their recent deliverance. 
- third declares that this manifestation of God's 
rer is evidence that He is ruler of all the nations 
arth. ‘God is our refuge,” (shelter) the basis of 
el’s fearless confidence in God, even in the face 
‘ruel and overwhelming conquering armies, threat 
leath, threat of tempest or earthquake. 


Lymn: “When Courage Fails and Faith 
‘ns Low.” 
vayer: (Especially for courage to stand up 


the right, in defiance of loss of profits, jobs, 
votes; courage to declare our faith in God, 
‘uler of mankind, and His righteousness. ) 
Lymn: “Send Down Thy Truth, O God.” 
Benediction. 

rgan: “Postlude in B Flat’—Camp. 


God in the Dawn of the Morning 


Dr gan: “Legend” —W ieniawski. 
nvocation: “The Lord is nigh unto all 
m that call upon Him, to all that call upon 


n in truth.” 
“O Grant Us Light, That We May 
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Illustrate your Christmas program with 
natural color 2” x 2’” Cathedral Bible 
slides. PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW 
for “The Christmas Story”—28 slides 


PROTECTIVE GLASS BINDERS - $16.30 
CARDBOARD READYMOUNTS - 13.50 


NOW READY— 


Many other Bible Stories by Cathedral. 
Also, Christmas carols and programs 
on 35mm slidefilms. 


Write today for free catalogs 


BOND SLIDE COMPANY, Inc. 


68 W. WASHINGTON ST. — Dept. Ex 
CHICAGO 2 


Cotrell and Leonard, Inc. 
Established 1832 
485 Broadway Albany, N. Y. 


Quality Dependable Service 


Materials, 


PEWS 

ALTARS 

FONTS 

PULPIT SETS 
CHANCEL SETS 
CHAIRS 
CROSSES 
CANDLESTICKS 


Everything in wood for 
the beautification of 
The Church Interior 


MANITOWOC CHURCH 

FURNITURE COMPANY 
WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN 
Dept. 3 


Page 539 


PULPIT GOWNS 


VESTMENTS for 
CLERGY and CHOIR 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
CLERICAL SUITS CASSOCKS 
ALTAR LINENS 


Inquiries Invited 


C. M. ALMY & SON, Inc. 


562 Fifth Ave. New York, N. Y. 


1945 PASTORAL CHRISTMAS SUPPLIES 


Our attractive Christmas Calendars, 
Cards, Folders, Stationery and 
Bulletins arefnow ready 
WRITE TODAY FOR SAMPLES 


We are happy to announce that our 
WEEKLY CHURCH BULLETINS 
are now illustrated in color at no 
increase in price -- Write to 


The WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 


CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


HALF-TONE ELECTROTYPES 


For the embellishment of Church Printing 
Our Portfolio of 300 subjects 
FREE to Ministers 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


150 NASSAU ST., NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Inquiries Welcomed 


COMMUNION TABLES 


Beautiful Designs in Richly Carved Wood. 
Splendid For Memorial Presentation. Priced 
from $45.00 upward. Booklet of Designs 
Submitted On Request 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 500, Scranton 2, Pa. 


oo eeeSSSFSFSFFFFFFFeseseFe 


SUPPORT THE PUBLICATIONS 
YOU WANT CONTINUED 


Page 540 


Psalm: 48, Responsively. 

Hymn: “Strong Son of God, Immo 
Loves. 

Scripture: Isatah 38: 8-37. 

Hymn: ‘We Pray No More, Made Lo 
Wise.” 


Pastor: (Read again verses 14-20). The Assyri 
were the most fierce and cruel of the nations of 
tiquity. Their invasion meant destruction and 
portations. Not until this era in human history h 
they had their counterpart in barbaric, heartless, 
cruel savagry.. They sneered at Hezehiahs belief t 
Jehovah would deliver Israel. 

“The earth melted.” Jehovah did respond to 
arrogant defiance of the Assyrians, and we read hi 
their king “returned with shame of face to his 0 
land.” 

“Lord of hosts.”” The leader of the armies of Isr 
the ruler of the heavenly powers, the Sovereign of 
Universe. “Behold’’ (look) on what he hath d 
Jehovah is not the God of one nation. He is | 
God of all nations. God, in His eternal prinaip 
of right, cannot now be flouted, any more than} 
the early Assyrians. He is still the refuge, and | 
ruler of the nations of the earth, and will do g 
them who believe in Him. 


Hymn: “Forth In Thy Name, O Lo} 
I Go.” 
Prayer: (Especially for grace of underst 


ing of the faithful in all lands, who maintat 
their faith in the love and providence of 

Almighty, and will form a background 4 
building a saner world, and better understay 
ing among men; for the eradication of f 
barberous and lustful leadership, wilfully pl 
ning the destruction of neighbor nations; i 
guidance in our own land, to keep us fre 
degrading our power, so dearly bought.) 


Hymn: “Take my Life and...’ 
Benediction. | 
Organ: “The Strife Is O'’er’ —Luard-Sell 


Ill. Pattern for Heroes 


Organ: ‘Prelude’ —Merkel 

Invocation: “Praise waiteth for Thee, 
God, in Zion; and unto Thee shall the vow! 
performed.” 

Hymn: ‘We Thank Thee, Lord.” 


Psalm: 86, Responsively. 

Hymn; “Soldiers of the Cross.” 

Scripture: Ruth 1:15-18. Dan. 3:14 
Dan. 6:10. Acts 20:22-25. Acts 21:11} 
Luke 9:51. 


Hymn: “From Thee All Skill and Scier 
Flow.” : 

Leader: (Permit here brief illustrations. 
heroic service in self-forgetfulness, either 
former assignment, or impromptu. Limit 
time for each illustration.) 


Pastor: “Hero” is the term we use to desct 
self-forgetfulness and fortitude in rendering serv 
to others, either in the course of duty, or by choice 
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-umstance. It is what millions of young men and 
men throughout the world exercised through the 
t ten years; it is a quality we find in our own 
ghborhood from day to day; it is the stuff of which 
tity is made. It is what Paul means when he 
d the Corinthians to “be steadfast, unmovable” in 
face of temptation and persecution, adhering to 
rules of life and faith to which the early Chris- 
ns had subscribed. (Discuss the qualities of hero- 
1 in each of the Scripture passages read.) 


Hymn: “Stand Fast for Christ thy Saviour.” 
Prayer: (For gratitude to God for the 
alities of heroism displayed by the peoples of 
= earth, whose fortitude and self-forgetful- 
ss has kept the race of men on the path to- 
itd a Christian brotherhood. ) 


Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation, ye 
LC aa : 
Benediction. 

Organ: ‘March in G’—Clark. 


'. We Thank Thee, Lord! 


Organ: ‘Sing Unto God’’—Dunham. 
Invocation: “\ will sing of the loving kind- 
ss of Jehovah forever; with my mouth will I 
ake known Thy faithfulness to all genera- 
ns. 


Hymn: “Give to the Winds Thy Fears.” 
Psalm: 92, Responsively. 

Hymn: ‘Mid All the Traffic of the Ways.” 
Scripture: Ezra 31:1-7.. Neh. 12:27-46. 
alm 42:5. Matt. 26:26-30. 

Hymn: “My God, I Thank Thee.” 

Pastor: In addition to the countless individuals 


10 rejoice in the home-coming and well-being of 
sir loved ones, the end of the violent conflict, per- 
yal health and good fortune, we have much to be 
inkful for as a nation, having been spared the 
yastation visited upon helpless peoples through so 
ny years. 

Thanksgiving is the observance of the festival of 
- harvest, and we may well center our Thanksgiving 
s year on the fact of a plentiful harvest, not only 
Sustain life on this continent, but the privilege of 
iting that food with the helpless, hapless, starving 
ples of the world, so far as it will accomplish their 
[l-being. God is still able to make two fishes and 
few loaves into the plenty needed by those who 
‘e Him, and trust Him. 

Thanksgiving should be a continuous rite in the 
urt of the Christian. There is no season for bless- 
s from God, there should be no special hour or 
son for gratitude. Gratitude should be a con- 
uous state of mind and heart among all Christians. 
d gives the plenty from season to season, without 
|: let us give thanks with grateful hearts in un- 
vering and unceasing tribute to the glory of God. 


Hymn: ‘We Bless Thee for Thy Peace.” 
Prayer of thanksgiving, not alone for what 
_ have received through the Love of God; but 
+ what we shall be able to give through the 
ve of God. 


Benediction. 
Organ. “Festive March’ —Blackmore. 
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HONOR ROLLS 
of Genisine BRONZE 


Again Available ! 


Recent W. P. B. rulings 
have released Bronze for 
decorative purposes. Now 
your Church may pay a 
lasting tribute to its mem- 
bers in the armed forces— 
with an Honor Roll Plaque 
of solid Bronze. Style 
illustrated is mounted on 
genuine Bronze; easily 
attachable nameplates or- 
dered as needed. ‘Bronze 
Tablet Headquarters” can 
also supply you with me- 
morials, testimonials, 
Bronze tablets, doorplates, 
“ signs — all in gleaming, 
solid Bronze. 


SIACHINE GU Re 
Many Designs and Sizes Avi 


ailable :: Write for Catalog to Dept. TE 
“Bronze Tablet Headquarters” 


U. S. BRONZE SIGN CO., Inc. 


570 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 12, N. Y. 


WRITE FOR 
€aTaloG 


PERFECT FIT A 
7 UNSURPASSEDEA 


4s ESTABLISH 


treste> CHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Ashtabula, Ohio 


Dept. E 


RASS ALTAR WARE 


Complete Selection of Crosses, Candelabras, 
Vases, Candlesticks and other Brassware 
NOW AVAILABLE 
Write for Catalogue and Price List 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 800, Scranton 2, Pa. 


A man in the wrong, too small to admit it, always 
assails the person whom he has wronged. 
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Christmas Supplies VS> 


* Church Bulletins, Folders, Christmas 
Cards, Christmas Letters, Gift Offering 
Envelopes for the 1945 Christmas season. 
Samples sent upon request. No obligation. 


WEEKLY CHURCH BULLETINS 


*Many pastors write that our line of 
2-color lithographed weekly church bulle- 
tins is the most attractive and reasonable 
they have seen. We'll be glad to send 


samples upon request. 


H. WILBUR POLSON 


2400B NORTH 12th ST., MILWAUKEE 6, WIS. 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Fine materials, beautiful 
work, pleasingly low prices. 
\ Catalog, samples on request. 
{ State your needs, name of 
feta Church. DeMoulin Bros. 
in| & Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, 
m Greenville, Mlinois 


Beautiful Worship Program Folders 


FOR SEASONAL AND GENERAL USE 
FOR THE ENRICHMENT OF YOUR CHURCH 
SERVICE 


REQUEST FOR FREE SAMPLES HONORED 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 
New York 7, N. Y. 


150 Nassau Street 


Church THindows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
d and Ecclesiastical Glass d 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, 
Baptismal Fonts, Sunday School Furniture. 
We allow for or sell your old equipment. 


Catalogue and details on request 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. C, Scranton 2, Pa. 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings - Ornaments 
and . Supplies 


Catalog Free on request 


THE C. E. WARD Co. 
New London, Ohio 
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Message to German People 

(From page 501) 

of their people. We thank God that He pn 
served men in our Fatherland who asked ft 
His ways. We thank Him that He cleans 
consciences and saves sinners through His Sor 
Those who fear Him He terrifies with H 
wrath, and comforts with His peace. 

“The peace of God is also the strength ¢ 
those who sorrow, of the prisoners and tho: 
who wait; of the starving and those who a1 
cold; of the homeless and those who are hurt i 
body and soul. The peace of God is your con 
fort. Suffer misery and distress patiently. D 
not shut your eyes and your heart to the need ¢ 
the brother on your side. In order to alleviai 
the worst suffering, do your part with yo 
weak powers in the works of love. Be mercifu 
do not increase the injustice of the world t 
showing a lack of love. Abstain from revens 
and slander. Let us ask for the will of God i 
every walk of life and in every calling. Do m 
flee from suffering and hunger into death. “H 
who believes does not flee.” Christ wants to r 
fresh those who are weak and heavy laden. BH 
remains our Saviour. No hell is so deep th 
the hand of God does not reach deeper. 

‘Fear not.’ ”’ 


Figures on Damaged and Destroyed German 
Evangelical Church Property. 


According to official statistics, the destroyed an 
damaged German Evangelical Church property ; 
of January 1, 1945, was the following: 


Totally destroyed churches, chapels, an 
cemetery chapels 
parsonages 

other church building 
(parish houses, etc.) 
institutions of inne 
missions (hospital 
old people’s home 
etc.) 


Heavily damaged churches 

parsonages 

other buildings belen, 

ing to the church 

3 inner missions instit 
tions 


churches 
parsonages 
other buildings belon’ 
ing to the church 
inner mission instit! 
tions 

More recent statistics on the basis of the fightir 
and bombing of the last quarter of the war are n: 
available at the present time. 


Not heavily damaged 2169 
1559 


1390 


195 


FOR SALE: Leather Coat (black cape skin), full len 

. . ~ ? mgt 
wood lined, size 36, worn by girl aviation Aten! go 
eae tbse $20.00. Box 19, The Expositor, East Auror 
LVeW ork, 
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istian Christmas 
m page 504) 


age given to the Child by the simple shep- 
s, the gifts presented by the Wise Men of 
East, the songs of the angelic choir—these 
s the thought and attention not on a myth, 
on the majesty of a Personality, who has 
ver immortalized Christmas. 
Ow important it is that we give more place 
time to Him of whom Christmas speaks. It 
call—the coming of Christmas—to us all, 
w down and worship, not before an earthly 
mtate, but to give Christ reverence and 
age, as King of Kings and Lord of our 
. Because of what He was and became— 
orecise image of God in human flesh, God’s 
tepresentative—we must make more room 
Him, in our thinking and living and serv- 

He deserves our supreme loyalty. We 
Id give Him the primacy in our lives. In 
oing, we help to give reality to Christmas 
we go along the road to Christianizing 
stmas. 

II 

et us Christianize Christmas by capturing 
Spirit of Christmas. What is the spirit of 
istmas ? 
ot one thing, it is the spirit of gladness. It 
a glad day when Christ was born in Beth- 
m. He brought hope to a weary world. 
he same token, it is a glad day, when Christ 
rn in our lives, when we become new crea- 
s, filled with His spirit. He brings to all 
receive Him freedom, power, joy, “As 
y as receive Him, to them gave He power 
ecome the sons of God.” ‘His name shall 
called Jesus, because He shall save His 
ale from their sins.” 
hen, the spirit of Christmas is the spirit of 
e. To have peace without and within 1s, 
ed, a blessing, which we are all seeking. 
; is a spiritual power—the peace of Christ— 
ch helps us overcome all enemies. This 
e is the gift of Christ, God’s good gift to 
vho accept His way of life and do His will. 
, peace I give unto you, not as the world 
th, give I unto you.” This peace is the 
ession of all true followers of Christ, who 
the way, truth and life.” Christ is its 
2r. It is His spiritual legacy to His disciples, 
and always. Pa 
gain, the spirit of Christmas is the spirit 
‘ood will. To a world dominated by hate, 
icion, fear, the Christmas spirit and mes- 
of good will brings rays of hope, which 
work miracles; it will help bring in a better 
strow for all classes and conditions of men 
ywhere. Now as never before in the his- 
of mankind, this spirit of love, generosity 
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UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


are based 
squarely on 
the Bible 


Union Lesson Helps stand for and emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelical 
Christians. Undenominational and uncontroversial, 
they can be used with safety in any Sunday school. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


1816 Chestnut Street 


GENUINE 
SOLID BRONZE 


TABLETS 


_ Now released by W.P.B., 

| handsome imperishable In- 

| ternational Solid Bronze for 

WAR MEMORIALS ¢ HONOR ROLLS 

DONOR TABLETS 

nd other Churth purposes 
Many designs, superb work- 
manship, modest prices. 
Write for free catalogue X 


INTERNATIONAL BRONZE TABLET CO., INC. 
36 East 22nd St., New York 10, N.Y. 


Solving Church 
School Problems 


By IRENE SMITH 
Answers present-day 
problems common to all 
church schools. Ap- 
proved for leadership 
training course. 


A TEXTBOOK FOR 
LEADERS OF CHURCH 
SCHOOLS 


Clothbound $1.25 
Paperbound -50 


Write for quantity rates 


At your Church Publishing House 


WARNER PRESS :: Anderson, Indiana 


FRUERCERCOROSCRORSLERERERCRECROCRECEORESCHECECCRRRORRERRCRRCRRER ees ee nee 
DUCOOCEUCACCSCRCECONG UCHR OCOOCCOCRRTOCRRRDRSROREORGCODCRORRRORAeoROROEE 


CLARKS —UNITVPE. 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 

<_> 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 
ART BRONZE TABLETS 


CHURCH MARKERS 


MEMORIAL GIFT PLATES 


W. L. CLARK COMPANY, Inc. 
32 LAFAYETTE STREET PM honufo lovee NEW YORK 13, 


SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


How can a starving man demonstrate his 


patriotism ? 
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NOW! — 24 “NEW- 
PROCESS” Stencils and 
Backing Sheets, Stencil Ce- 


ment, Brush,—ONLY $2.45. 

Two quires (48) $4.50. Three 

quires $6.45. Five quires 

(10 Dozen) Only $10.25, 

PREPAID Anywhere. “Best 

, You Have Ever Used.” 30- 

NEW PROCESS Day Money Back Guarantee. 

THE WORLD'S Used Mimeographs Bought 

‘No.1 STENCIL AND and Sold. ALL M AKES 

BACKING SHEET Duplicator Supplies, — Inks, 

OF TOMORROW Tracing Scopes, Bulletin De- 

signs, Cartoons, Styli, Let- 

tering Guides, Accessories, Typewriter _and Duplicator 
Platen Rollers. EVERYTHING. Literature Free. 


EXPERT ewriter and Duplicator Cleaning, Repairing. 
Write us. TYPRINTOMATIC” SELF-FEEDING ROTARY 
STENCIL POST CARD PRINTER $9.50 COMPLETE. 
PRINTOMATIC STENCILS $1.50 for 24. 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER SUPPLY CO. 


336BA-FOURTH AVE., PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 


Ww ™ Individual 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 
Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


i 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


BAPTISMAL FONTS 


In richly carved wood or beautiful colored marble. 
Especially suitable for memorial gifts. Complete 
selection of designs from $62.50 upward. 


Write for catalogue and price list 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 100, Scranton 2, Pa. 


PIPE ORGANS 
A. J. SCHANTZ SONS & CO. 


Established 1873 
ORRVILLE, OHIO 


Member Associated Organbuilders of America 


497 BUSY PASTORS ASSISTED 47 


SPECIAL SERMONS: A secretarial service bureau 
in the preparation of Speeches, Discourses, Articles, 
Treatises to definite requirements - Moderate rates - 


Experience over 25 years - No duplicates sold. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 
516 Fifth Avenue New York City 


FOR SALE: Frock coat and vest, wool, tailor made, 
size 36, sleeve length 33, worn twice. $25.00. Box 
1138, The Expositor, East Aurora, New York, 


Nothing is free. If you do not pay, someone else 


does in your stead. 
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and good will can establish a permanent pea 
for which we all pray. 

By possessing peace, joy and good willy: 
only in the lives of redeemed individuals; ] 
also in a redeemed social order, it is possi 
for us to Christianize Christmas and bring 
the Kingdom of Christ. 


: PLT: 

A final suggestion is urged! Let us Chi 
tianize Christmas by bringing our gifts 
Christ. 

Christmas is the time for gift-giving. 7} 
give gifts, freely and gladly, to our Ih 
ones, our relatives, friends. And we are: 
forgetful of the men and women—neighb 
and friends, as well as sons, daughters, cousi 
nieces or nephews—in the Armed Forces of « 
country. When Christmas rolls around, iti 
good thing to exchange gifts. “It is mM 
blessed to give than to receive.” 

In giving gifts to our own, let us not for 
nor neglect to give our gifts to Christ, even 
the first worshippers brought their gifts 
gold, frankincense and myrrh to the 
Child. 

There are many things we may give 
today. We can give Him the praise of ourl 
the exaltations of our thoughts, the work 
our hands. But He deserves more than t 
We can give Him gifts of our time in wots 
in His sanctuary regularly. We can give 
the gift of our talents—for His service. 
can give Him the gift of our substance, | 
money. He has made us trustees of His mé 
fold grace and goodness. We cannot do 
than give Him these—time, talents, money. 

There is the best gift of all which we 6 
to give Him, at this Christmastide: It is 
gift of self, in unselfish service. 

People all over the world are giving th 
selves. In Germany, youth gave its all to Hi 
In Japan, youth gave loyalty, even life itsel 
Hirohito. In England, youth gave itself| 
fight for King and Country. Here in Amer 
youth gave itself for the democratic ways 
life. These people all gave themselves on 
of battle, to die, if needful, for the cause t 
thought was right. | 

Now is the time for youth—and all of ul 
to give gifts of our lives, not for a destruc| 
purpose, but for constructive ends, to buill 
better, Christ-like world. When we make 
supreme gift of ourselves to Christ, and go | 
in His name, and for His sake, to help estab] 
His reign, we are making it a real Christr 
Then only do we Christianize His day. Le! 
capture the true spirit of gladness, peace 
good will, and let us bring these gifts an 
ourselves, in consecration and service to H 
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